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Horse-trading Iran
hawks seize on Pompeo’s
Senate interest

By MATTHEW LEE
AP Diplomatic Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — In recent days, Iran hawks in Con-
gress leveraged Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s in-
ferest in a Senate run to win a key concession from the
Trump administration that could help their bid to kill the
nuclear deal with Tehran. Late last week, the State De-
partment agreed to release a portion of an internal legal
opinion that says the U.S. has the right to demand that
all U.N. sanctions on Iran be reinstated, despite President
Donald Trump pulling the U.S. out of the nuclear deal. In
exchange, Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, lifted his hold on the
nomination for Stephen Biegun to serve as the State De-
partment’s No. 2 official, according to an administration
official and a congressional aide.

Continved on Page 2

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo speaks during a media availability at the State Department,
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019, in Washington.
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U.S. Special Representative for North Korea Stephen Biegun,
center, arrives at Incheon International Airport in Incheon, South

Korea, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019.

Continuved from Front

Cruz's hold on Biegun not
only put his nomination in
jeopardy, but it also risked
upending a relatively
seamless transition at the
State Department if Pom-
peo soon steps down to
run for Senate in Kansas.

Associated Press

Without Biegun in place,
the top job at State would
have likely gone on an in-
terim basis to a David Hale,
a career official who testi-
fied in the impeachment
inquiry into Trump.

The behind-the-scenes dra-
ma raises new questions
about Pompeo’s future as

Horse-trading Iran hawks seize on
Pompeo’s Senate interest

the nation’s top diplomat.
A former congressman
and Trump's CIA director,
Pompeo has been weigh-
ing a Senate campaign in
his home state for months,
though officials say no final
decision has been made.
The matter also highlights
the extent to which some
Republicans in  Washing-
ton are sftill pushing to dis-
mantle remaining elements
of the Iran nuclear accord
more than a year after the
U.S. withdrew. The State
Department legal opinion
will be used by Cruz and
others in the coming weeks
to argue that Washington
can still force the reimposi-
tion of U.N. sanctions set to
expire next year.

Cruz placed the hold on
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the nomination for Biegun,
currently the U.S. special
representative  for North
Korea, pending the release
of the Iran opinion. Cruz is
an ally of the White House
and one of the most hawk-
ish lawmakers in Congress
on Iran.

The hold would have
scrambled the pecking
order at the State Depart-
ment should Pompeo de-
part for a Senate cam-
paign.

The current deputy sec-
retary of state, John Sul-
livan, was confimed on
Thursday to be the next
U.S. ambassador to Russia.
The third-ranking official is
Hale, the most senior de-
partment official to testify
in the impeachment inves-
tigation. He shed light on
the decision to oust Marie
Yovanovitch from her post-
ing as the ambassador fo
Ukraine, as well as on the
department’s decision to
not defend her.

After considering the pos-
sibility that Hale would
become acting secretary
of state with Sullivan off
to Moscow and Biegun's
nomination on hold, the
department relented and
released the Iran memo,
according fo the admin-
istration official and con-
gressional aide.

The administration official
and congressional aide

were not authorized fo
public discuss the matter
and spoke on condition of

anonymity. The Iran opin-
ion will be used by Cruz
and other Iran deal op-
ponents fo argue that the
U.S. should invoke a ““snap-
back” mechanism for U.N.
sanctions that is allowed
under the Security Council
resolution that enshrined
the 2015 agreement known
as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action, known
as JCPOA. Snapback
would mean the reimpo-
sition of all U.N. sanctions
against Iran, including an
arms embargo and travel
bans on specific Iranian
officials that are due fo ex-
pire in October 2020.

Under  Security  Coun-
cil Resolution 2231, any
“participant state” in the

agreement may invoke the
snapback if Iran is found to
be in "significant non-per-
formance” with the agree-
ment.  Although  Trump
withdrew the U.S. from the
nuclear deal last year, the
resolution names the par-
ficipants as those countries
that originally negotiated it:
Britain, China, France, Ger-
many, Russia, the United
States and the European
Union, along with Iran.
Deal supporters have ar-
gued that Trump's with-
drawal means the U.S. is no
longer a participant and
is thus ineligible to invoke
the snapback mechanism.
Critics of the accord main-
tain the language of the
Security Council resolution
would allow it.Q
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Feds seize almost 370 pounds of cocaine headed to Canada

MONTPELIER, Vi. (AP) —
Federal agents seized al-
most 370 pounds (166.6
kilos) of cocaine that was
hidden in a truck prepar-
ing to enter Canada at
Vermont's Derby Line bor-
der crossing, a court docu-
ments say.

The cocaine, packedin 142
brick-shaped  packages,
was found by agents of U.S.
Customs and Border Pro-
tection in the early morn-
ing hours of Dec. 7 with the
help of a drug-sniffing dog
in a hidden compartment,
said an affidavit filed in the
case.

The compartment had
been discovered empty by
agents when entering the
United States from Canada
two days earlier at the Alex-
andria Bay, New York, port
of entry, the court docu-
ment said.

The driver of the Quebec-
registered fruck and frailer,
Jason Nelson, was charged
in federal court in Platts-
burgh, New York, with pos-
session with intent fo distrib-
ute cocaine. His age and
nationality were not listed
in court documents.

Nelson is being held pend-
ing a hearing next week His
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lawyer did not immediately
return a call and email Sat-
urday seeking comment.
The fruck was first searched
in Alexandria Bay when a
drug inspection dog de-
tected residual odors of
narcotics. Officers then
discovered an empty, cus-
fom-made compartment
in the front of the fruck, the
document said.

Nelson told officers he was
headed to Tremont, Penn-
sylvania. The truck was car-
rying furniture.

Just before 1:30 a.m. on
Dec. 7 Nelson and his truck
arrived at the Derby Line

In this May 8, 2019 photo, U.S. Customs and Border Protection
officials stand at the new border crossing facility on the U.S.-
Canadian border in Derby Line, Vi.

Associated Press

Port of Entry as it was pre- the

paring to enter Canada.

Nelson told agents
truck was empty.d
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Democrats seek Bolton, Mulvaney for impeachment trial

By LISA MASCARO and
JONATHAN LEMIRE
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen-
ate Democrats are propos-
ing a weekslong Senate
impeachment frial seek-
ing festimony from four
new witnesses including
John Bolton and Mick Mul-
vaney over President Don-
ald Trump's actions toward
Ukraine, according to a
detailed outlined released
Sunday.

Minority  Leader Chuck
Schumer of New York pro-
posed the structure for a
"fair and honest" trial in a
letter to Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, an at-
tempt to launch negotio-
tions ahead of House vot-
ing this week that is all but
certain to result in the presi-
dent being impeached.
Trump faces two charges
— abuse of power and
obstruction of Congress —
over his efforts to pressure
Ukraine to investigate po-
litical rival Joe Biden while
withholding  military  aid
to the ally. The president
faces likely impeachment
in the House, where Demo-
crats have control, but he

In this Monday, Dec. 9, 2019, file photo, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to
reporters on Capitol Hill in Washington.

is expected to be acquit-
ted in a trial in the Senate,
where Republicans have
the majority. McConnell
has signaled his preference
for a speedy trial.

"This trial must be one that
is fair, that considers all of
the relevant facts, and that
exercises the Senate's 'sole
Power of Impeachment’

under the  Constitution
with integrity and dignity,"
Schumer wrote. '"The ftrial
must be one that not only
hears all of the evidence
and adjudicates the case
fairly; it must also pass the
fairness test with the Ameri-
can people."

Trump has expressed in-
terest in a robust frial that

Associated Press

would not only clear him of
the charges in the Senate
but also vindicate him, but
his desire for a lengthy pro-
ceeding is something Sen-
ate Republicans are hop-
ing fo avoid.

A spokesman for McCon-
nell said Sunday the two
leaders are expected to
meet.

"Leader McConnell has
made it clear he plans to
meet with Leader Schumer
fo discuss the contours of
a frial soon,” McConnell
spokesman Doug Andres
said. "That timeline has not
changed.”

Schumer and McConnell
are are expected to discuss
the contours of a Senate tri-
al, much as the Democrats
and Republicans did dur-
ing Bill Clinton's impeach-
ment two decades ago.

In the lefter, Schumer pro-
poses a detailed struc-
fure and fimeline for a trial
fo begin Jan. 7, with the
swearing in of Chief Jus-
fice John Roberts to over-
see the proceedings and
stretch for several weeks as
Democrats subpoena wit-
nesses and testimony, spe-
cifically around Trump's de-
cision to withhold military
aid from Ukraine. A day of
what Schumer calls "pretrial
housekeeping measures"
would take place Jan. 6.
Democrats want to hear
from Bolton, who was
Trump's national security
adyviser at the time and lo-

beled the alternative for-
eign policy being run by
Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani
and others as a "drug deal"
he wanted no part of. He
left the White House in Sep-
tfember.

They also want festimony
from Mulvaney, the acting
chief of staff at the White
House, who has acknowl-
edged the military aid to
Ukraine was being held up,
as well as two other White
House officials: Robert Blair,
a top Mulvaney aide, and
Michael Duffey, a budget
official who was tasked
with handling the Ukraine
issue.

Schumer additionally sets
out a specific schedule
that would allow for 24
hours of opening argu-
ments by the House Demo-
crats' impeachment man-
agers and then 24 hours for
the White House lawyers to
present their arguments,
followed by days of witness
festimony. He also sets time
for questioning of House
managers and  Trump's
counsel by senators; final
arguments by House man-
agers and Trump's counsel;
and as many as 24 hours for
deliberations by senators.
All fold Schumer suggests
126 hours of proceedings.
McConnell has indicated
in recent days his prefer-
ence for a swift frial without
caling witnesses in what
Republicans fear could
become a spectacle. At
the same time, the GOP
leader has said he's taking
his "cues" from the White
House and will conduct
the proceedings as Trump
wants them.

One top Trump ally, Sen.
Lindsey Graham of South
Carolina, said Sunday he
too prefers a quick end to

impeachment  proceed-
ings.
"I'd tell the president, if

somebody is ready to ac-
quit you, I'd sort of get
out of the way,"” Graham
said. He warned that call-
ing witnesses could mean
that Trump administration
officials such as Secre-
tary of State Mike Pom-
peo, blocked by the White
House previously from ap-
pearing before investiga-
tors, could be forced to
testify.d



Shooting shows New Jersey'’s
gun laws aren’t stopping imports

By MIKE CATALINI
Associated Press

TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — Offi-
cials from states with strong
gun restrictions have called
for stricter firearm control in
places with weaker laws o
thwart traffickers, but the
fatal attack on a Jewish
market in New Jersey shows
how fruitless those efforts
can be.

Three civilians and a police
officer were gunned down
Tuesday by two killers with
anti-Semitic  and anfi-law

enforcement beliefs, the
state’s attorney general
said.

The attackers carried

five firearms and a pipe
bomb in the U-Haul van
they drove to the lJersey
City Jewish market before
opening fire, officials said.
Two of the weapons used
by David Anderson, 47, and
Francine Graham, 50, were
bought by Graham in Ohio
last year, police said. It's un-
known where they got the
three other guns.

New lJersey is among the
states with the toughest gun
restrictions in the country,
and in the past two years,
Democratic Gov. Phil Mur-
phy has signed over a half-
dozen new restrictions into
law, including a lower bullet
limit for gun magazines and
ared flag law.

He's also made a priority of
highlighting the so-called
iron pipeline of firearms
from other states — par-
ticularly along the Inter-
state 95 corridor. Murphy,
for example, is requiring
state police to publish data
monthly on guns recovered
from crimes. The data shows
nearly 80% of so-called
crime guns are from out of
state.

Murphy saysit’simportant fo
“name and shame” states
with weaker gun laws that
effectively import weapons
into New Jersey. And in Cal-
ifornia, its Democratic gov-
ernor and attorney general
this year both criticized the
continued ability to bring in
ilegal firearms from other
states despite California’s
strict gun laws.

For years, Chicago officials
have complained that
street violence often comes

from the muzzles of guns
sold in states with less-strin-
gent laws.

Officials there and else-
where have renewed de-
mands for gun control at
the federal level.

“It keeps happening, over
and over and over again,
on their damn watch,”
California Democratic Gov.
Gavin Newsom said of fed-

eral politicians. “I can't put
borders up in a neighboring
state where you can buy
this damn stuff legally.”
Federal legislation is the
missing factor, agreed Mur-
phy’s fop gun adviser.

“If we're being honest,
New Jersey is not an oasis
and that's why it's extraor-
dinarily frustrating,” said Bill
Castner.[ ]
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In this Dec. 10, 2019 photo, Jersey City police Sgt. Marjorie
Jordan, right, helps fellow officer Raymond Sanchez to safety
after he was shot during a gunfight that left multiple dead in
Jersey City, N.J.

Associated Press
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Reparations mqu new front for U.S. colleges tied to slavery

By CAROLYN THOMPSON
Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — The
promise of reparafions fo
atone for historical fies to
slavery has opened new
territory in a reckoning at
U.S. colleges, which until
now have responded with
monuments, building name
changes and public apolo-
gies.

Georgetown University and
two theological seminaries
have announced funding
commitments to benefit
descendants of the en-
slaved people who were
sold or toiled to benefit the
institutions.

While no other schools have
gone so far, the advantag-
es that institutions received
from the slavery economy
are receiving new atten-
fion as Democratic presi-
dentfial candidates talk
about tax credits and other
subsidies that nudge the
idea of reparations toward
the mainstream.

The country has been dis-
cussing reparations in one
way or another since slav-
ery officially ended in 1865.
This year marks the 400th
anniversary of the arrival
of the first slave, launching
the violence afflicted on
black people to prop up
the Southern economy.
University of Buffalo se-
nior Jeffrey Clinton said he
thinks campuses should ac-
knowledge historical ties to
slavery but that the federal
government should take
the lead on an issue that
reaches well beyond high-
er education.

"It doesn't have to be ftril-
lions of dollars ... but at
least address the inequi-
ties and aftack the racial
wealth gap between Afri-
can Americans and white
Americans and really ev-

L

In this Sept. 1, 2016 file photo, a Jesuit statue is seen in front of Freedom Hall, formerly named

Mulledy Hall, on the Georgetown University campus in Washington.

erybody else, because
this is an American-made
institution. We didn't immi-
grate here," said Clinton, a
descendant of slaves who
livesin Bay Shore, New York.
A majority of Georgetown
undergraduates voted
in April for a nonbind-
ing referendum to pay a
$27.20-per-semester "Rec-
onciliation Contribution" to-
ward projects in underprivi-
leged communities that
are home to some descen-
dants of 272 slaves who
were sold in 1838 to help
pay off the school's debts.
Georgetown President
John DeGioia responded in
October with plans instead
for a university-led initia-
tive, with the goal of raising
about $400,000 from do-
nors, rather than students,
to support projects like
health clinics and schools in
those same communities.

Elsewhere, discussions of
reparations have been
raised by individual profes-

sors, like at the University of
Alabama, or by graduate
students and community
members, like at the Univer-
sity of Chicago.

At least 56 universities have
joined a University of Virgin-
ia-led consortium, Univer-
sifies Studying Slavery, to
explore their fies to slavery
and share research and
strategies.

In recent vyears, some
schools, like Yale University,
have removed the names
of slavery supporters from
buildings. New monuments
have gone up elsewhere,
including Brown University's
Slavery Memorial sculpture
— a partially buried ball
and chain — and the Me-
morial to Enslaved Laborers
under construction at the
University of Virginia.

"It's a very diffused kind of
set of things happening
around the nation,” said
Guy Emerson Mount, an
associate professor of Af-
rican American history at

Associated Press

Auburn University. "It's really
important to pay attention
to what each of these are
doing" because they could
offer learning opportunities
and inform national discus-
sions on reparations.
Virginia Theological Semi-
nary in September an-
nounced a $1.7 million en-
dowment fund in recogni-
fion of slaves who worked
there. It said annual allo-
cations would go ftoward
supporting African Ameri-
can clergy in the Episco-
pal church and programs
that promote justice and
inclusion. The Princefon
Theological Seminary in
New Jersey followed with
a $27.6 milion endowment
after a historical audit re-
vealed that some founders
used slave labor.

In an October letter to Har-
vard University's president,
Antigua and Barbudad's
prime minister noted the
developments at George-
fown and the seminaries

and asked the Ivy League
school fo consider how it
could make amends for
the oppression of Antiguan
slaves by a plantation own-
er whose giff endowed a
law professorship in 1815.
Harvard's president wrote
back that the school is de-
termined to further explore
its historical ties to slavery.
Harvard in 2016 removed
a slave owner's family crest
from the law school seal
and dedicated a plaque
to four slaves who lived and
worked on campus.

At the University of Buffalo,
some have urged the pub-
lic school to consider the
responsibility it bears hav-
ing been founded by the
13th U.S. president, Millard
Fillmore, who signed the
Fugitive Slave Act to help
slave owners reclaim run-
aways. Students have not
formally raised the idea of
reparations, according fo
a school spokesman, but
they led a discussion on the
topic as part of Black Soli-
darity Week last month.
William Darity, a Duke Uni-
versity public policy pro-
fessor and an expert on
reparations, said the voices
of college students have
helped bring attention to
reparatfions in a way that
hasn't been seen since Re-
construction.

Supporting a reparations
program for all black de-
scendants of American
slaves "would be the more
courageous act," he said.
Few Americans support
reparations, according to
a recent Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public
Affairs Research poll. It
showed that only 29% say
the government should
pay cash reparations fo
descendants of enslaved
black people.



Two Georgia

teenagers arrested in
weekend mall shooting

ATLANTA (AP) — Two teen-
agers were arrested in con-
nection with a shoofting
that wounded one man
in a busy suburban Aflan-
tfa mall food court at the
height of Christmas shop-
ping season, police said

Sunday.

The Cobb County Police
Department said surveil-
lance footage and in-
terviews helped identify
the suspects as 18-year-

old Zaire Dhanoolal and
19-year-old Joweer Ponce,
both from Marietta. Dha-
noolal was charged with
two counts of aggravated
assault, while Ponce was
charged with reckless con-
duct and carrying a con-
cealed weapon without a
permit, according to the
low enforcement state-
ment.

Both suspects were being
held at the Cobb County
Adult Detentfion Center,
and county police said
they were sfill investigating
the mall shooting.

The shooting happened
Saturday around 1 p.m.
and sent shoppers scram-
bling at the sound of gun-
fire that police said began
with a verbal dispute.
Officials said 18-year-old
Ethan Green was shotin the
neck and shoulder area
and was taken to the hos-
pital for treatment of what
they described as “non-
life threatening injuries.”
The Cobb County Police
Department said 21-year-
old Anthony Ezell wasn't
injured during the shoot-
ing, but was considered a
victim of aggravated as-
sault because a weapon
was pointed at him before
Green was shot.

It wasn't  immediately
clear if either Dhanoolal or
Ponce had a lawyer.
Videos posted online
showed people with shop-
ping bags running in all
directions from the food
court after the shooting,
with  some hiding under
counters and tables. Shop-

Canadian couple gets
$9 million jury verdict
in bike wreck

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — A jury has awarded more
than $9 million in damages to a man and woman
from Vancouver, British Columbia, who were struck
by an 18-wheeler truck while riding their bikes along
Interstate 84 in the Columbia River Gorge in Oregon.
The eight-member jury found Exel Inc. — more com-
monly known as the shipping company DHL — liable
for the Aug. 3, 2016, collision late Friday after a five-
day frial in U.S. District Court in Portland.

It awarded $1.3 million in economic damages, $4 mil-
lion in non-economic damages and $4 million in puni-
five damages to Eric Moutal, whose lower left leg was
nearly amputated, and $400,000 in non-economic
damages to his now wife, Andrea Newman, The Or-
egonian/Oregonlive reported.

Moutal, who was 31 atf the time, and Newman, then
25, were vacationing in Oregon, camping and biking
in the Columbia River Gorge before a planned visit
to Portland.

The two had been biking along the Historic Columbia
River Highway but rode a stretch along the inferstate
in order o return to their campground.

Under Oregon law, it's legal fo bike on the shoul-
der of most freeways, except for a handful of urban
freeways where the Oregon Department of Trans-
portation has expressly prohibited it in Portland and
Medford.]

Bystanders wait outside as authorities investigate an incident at
Cumberland Mall in Smyrna, Ga., on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019.

pers reported that store
employees in some cases
fold them fo hide in stock-
rooms. Police, upon arriv-
ing, evacuated people
who were found hiding.

Police said in statements
that the shooting was "“an
isolated incident,” calling it
a dispute between people
who knew each other. The
mall was closed for a time

Associated Press
Saturday afternoon follow-
ing the shooting, but later
reopened.
Cumberland Mall, in sub-
urban Cobb County, has
more than 1 million square
feet (92,000 square meters)
of retail space. It's in a busy
suburban business district,
near where major league
baseball’'s Atlanta Braves
play in their new stadium.]

OJTRICH

Ultimate Ostric
Experience

9o/ the tour with
souéf your Lunch

aruostrichfann.com



MONDAY 16 DECEMBER 2019|WORLD NEWS

Caribbean Lobster
SALAD
LOBSTER BISQUE
THERMIDOR TAIL
SURF & TURF
BROILED LOBSTER
& MORE

MONDAY LOBSTER NIGHT

AT

THE CHOPHOUSE

MANCHEBO

Call and reser

(s

bistro

ve your table now +297 582 34 44

2 Located at:
.M ANCHETEBEBDO

BEACH RESDRT & 5PFA
ARUBA

Disappointment as marathon climate talks end with slim deal

By FRANK JORDANS

ARITZ PARRA

Associated Press

MADRID (AP) — Marathon
U.N. climate talks ended
Sunday with a slim com-
promise that sparked wide-
spread disappointment, af-
ter major polluters resisted
calls for ramping up efforts
to keep global warming at
bay and negotiators post-
poned debate about rules
for international carbon
markets for another year.
Organizers kept delegates
from almost 200 nations
in Madrid far beyond Fri-
day's scheduled close of
the two-week talks. In the
end, negotiators endorsed
a general call for greater
efforts to tackle climate
change and several mea-
sures to help poor countries
respond and adapt to ifs
impacts.

U.N. Secretary-General
Anténio Guterres said he
was "disappointed” by the
meeting's outcome.

"The international commu-
nity lost an important op-
portunity to show increased
ambition on mitigation, ad-
aptation and finance ftfo

In this Nov. 28, 2019 file photo, smoke and steam rise from a coal processing plant that produces
carbon black, an ingredient in steel manufacturing, in Hejin in central China's Shanxi Province.

tackle the climate crisis," he
said. "We must not give up
and | will not give up."

The final declaration cited
an "urgent need" to cut
planet-heating green-
house gases in line with the
goals of the landmark 2015
Paris climate change ac-
cord. But it fell far short of

explicitly demanding that
countries submit  bolder
emissions proposals next
year, which developing
counftries and environmen-
talists had demanded.

The Paris accord estab-
lished a common goal of
keeping temperature in-
creases below 2 degrees

Associated Press

Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit),
ideally 1.5 degrees Celsius
(2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) by
the end of the century. So
far, the world is on course
for a 3- to 4-degree Celsius
rise, with potentially dra-
matic consequences for
many countries, including
rising sea levels and fiercer

storms. After two nights of
fractious negotiations, del-
egates in Madrid decided
to defer some of the thorni-
est issues to the next U.N.
climate summit in Glasgow
in November.

Chile's Environment Minis-
ter Carolina Schmidf, who
chaired the meeting, said
she was "sad" no deal had
been reached on the rules
for international trading in
carbon emissions permits.
"We were on the verge," she
said, adding that the goal
was to establish markets
that are "robust and envi-
ronmentally  sustainable."
Economists say pufting a
price on carbon dioxide,
the main greenhouse gas,
and allowing countries or
companies to frade emis-
sions permits, will encour-
age the shift to away from
fossil fuels tfoward renew-
able energy.

Some observers welcomed
the failure of a deal on car-
bon markets, though, and
the European Union and
developing countries had
said beforehand that no
deal was better than a bad
one.d

By MIKE CORDER
Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — Labour

Party leader  Jeremy
Corbyn apologized
Sunday for this party’s

crushing defeat in the
British general election but
defended his campaign,
which failed to resonate
with the party’s working-
class base, as “one of
hope rather than fear.”

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson'’s  Conservative
Party won 365 of the 650
seats in the House of
Commons in  Thursday's
landslide election. Labour
took 203 seats, its worst

L |

In this Thursday, March 21, 2019 file photo British Labour Party
leader Jeremy Corbyn, right, and Keir Starmer, Labour Shadow
Brexit secretary, leave EU headquarters prior to an EU summit
in Brussels.

total since 1935.

Associated Press
“I'm sorry that we came

UK Labour leader Corbyn: I'm sorry for election defeat

up short and | fake my
responsibility forit,” Corbyn
wrote in a letter published
in the left-leaning Sunday
Mirror newspaper.

Corbyn, who has faced
fierce criticism from
within his own party in the
aftermath of the electoral
carnage, has said he
will step down as Labour
leader after a “period of
reflection.”

The process of choosing
a replacement will begin
early next year, but some
have called for Corbyn's
immediate resignation.

“I remain proud of the
campaign we fought. I'm

proud that no matter how
low our opponents went,
we refused to join them in
the gutter,” Corbyn wrote.
“And I'm proud that our
message was one of hope,
rather than fear.”

Corbyn’s policies failed to
energize voters weary of
more than three years of
political wrangling over
Britain's divorce from the
European Union.

Johnson's campaign,
meanwhile, revolved
around three words: His
pledge to ‘“get Brexit
done.”

Britain is scheduled to

leave the EU on Jan. 31.01
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Egypt’s el-Sissi says militias hold Libyan gov’t ‘hostage’

By SAMY MAGDY
Associated Press

CAIRO (AP) — Libya’s U.N.-
supported government s
held hostage by "armed
and terrorist  militias” in
the capital, Tripoli, Egypt's
leader said Sunday.
President Abdel-Fattah el-
Sissi said in televised com-
ments that the Govern-
ment of National Accord
"“is not able to have a free
and real will because they
have been taken hostage
by armed and terrorist mili-
fias there.”

The GNA is backed by
Egypt’'s regional rivals Tur-
key and Qatar.

Egypt's relations with the
two countries have been
strained since 2013 when
el-Sissi, as defense minis-
ter, led the military to over-
throw an elected but divi-
sive President Muhammad
Morsiin 2013, a member of
the Muslim Brotherhood,
amid mass protests against
his brief rule.

The Tripoli-based govern-
ment is supported by a Lib-
yan affiliate of the Muslim
Brotherhood group, which
Cairo designated as a ter-
rorist organization in 2013.
The political party of Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan is an offshoot of the
Muslim Brotherhood, foo.
El-Sissi said his country has
been "“negatively affect-
ed"” by the conflict in Lib-
yad, which descended into
chaos after the 2011 civil
war that ousted and killed
long-time dictator Moam-
mar Gadhdafi.

Last week, the Egyptian
president said a compre-
hensive political solutfion
would be achieved in the
coming months that would
put an end to a “terrorist
hotbed that pushes mili-
tants and weapons fo (Lib-
ya's) neighboring countries
including Egypt.”

In the chaos that followed
Gadhafi's death, Libya
was divided into two parts,
a weak U.N.-supported ad-
ministration in Tripoli and a
rival government in the east
aligned with the self-styled
Libyan National Army, led
by Gen. Khalifa Hifter.
Hifter, who has modeled
himself after el-Sissi, has for
months been fighting an ar-
ray of militias allied with the

Tripoli authorities to wrest
conftrol of the capital. He is
backed by the United Arab
Emirates and Egypft, as well
as France and Russia, while
the Tripoli-based govern-
ment receives aid from Tur-
key, Qatar and Italy.

On Saturday, Egypt's par-
liament Speaker Ali Abdel-
Al said Egypt recognizes
the Libyan legislature as
“the sole legitimate body
representing the Libyan
people,” according to the
MENA news agency. He
said the Egypfian parlio-
ment backs Hifter's forces
in their “fighting against ter-
rorism.”

Libya's parliament is aoffili-
ated with the government
based in the country’s east
and has opposed the U.N.-
supported government in
Tripoli.

Abdel-Al  did not say
whether the government
of el-Sissi decided to re-
scind ifs recognition of the
Tripoli-based government.

Multiple calls to the coun-
fry’s presidency and For-

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.com/arubatoday/

In this Sept. 24, 2019 file photo, Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi addresses the 74th session
of the United Nations General Assembly.

OPEN 24 HOURS

TABLES & SLOTS
LOCATED DOWNTOWN

Associated Press

eign Ministry went unan-
swered.

The Libyan commander
Thursday declared a “fi-
nal” and decisive battle for
Tripoli, unleashing heavy
clashes on the southern
reaches of the city in the
past two days against the
Tripoli-based militias.
El-Sissi's comments came
amid heightened tensions
with Turkey after a con-
froversial maritime border
agreement it signed last
month with Libya's U.N.-
based government.
Greece, Egypt and Cyprus,
which lie between the two
geographically, have de-
nounced the deal as being
confrary to international
law, and Greece expelled
the Libyan ambassador
last week over the issue.[l

BEHABSARCE
HABEETRLATE

WIND CREEK’

CASINOS - ARUBA
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Thousands protest against crackdown in Lebcmon

HUSSEIN MALLA

DALAL MAWAD

Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — Thousands
of Lebanese protesters de-
fiantly returned Sunday to
rally outside parliament in
Beirut, hours after security
forces chased them out,
using tear gas and rubber
bullets and injuring dozens.
The protests were largely
peaceful, but some lobbed
water boftles and fire-
crackers at security forces
guarding parliament. After
a couple of hours, security
forces chased them away,
using batons and tear gas
to disperse the crowd.
Saturday night into Sunday
saw one of the most violent
crackdowns on protesters
since nationwide anti-gov-
ernment  demonstrations
began two months ago,
leading to the resignation
of Prime Minister Saad Hariri
on Oct. 29. The harsh use
of force was largely car-
ried out by security forces
outside of the parliament
building who reacted vio-
lently to an earlier attempt
to hold a rally outside par-
lioment.

Aftackers in northern Leba-
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Supporters of the Shiite Hezbollah and Amal Movement groups, both supporting the current
government, throw stones at riot policemen, as they iry to attack anti-government protesters in
downtown Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019.

non also set fire to the of-
fices of two major political
parties, the state-run Nao-
fional News Agency said.

The large crowd that was
gathered Sunday largely
dispersed by the evening
but hundreds remained in
the streets outside parlia-
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ment. Many had come
prepared with  helmets
and tear gas. After clashes
that included the firing of
tear gas, security forces
then used water cannons
to empty the area around
parliament. The remain-
ing profesters used plant

Associated Press

pots and bins to barricade
themselves, drawing a front
line in the street that just
hours before was filled with
protesters.

Demonstrators had chant-
ed against the security
crackdown and called for
an independent new head

of government unaffiliated
with established political
parties. The crowd, many
raising Lebanese  flags,
said: “We won't leave, We
won't leave. Just arrest all
the protesters!”

Others raised posters say-
ing the tear gas won't keep
them away. “We are cry-
ing already,” said one, in a
jab at the deep economic
crisis Lebanese are fac-
ing. The streets leading to
parliament were filled with
men, women and even
children. Some huddled in
smaller groups while oth-
ers were lifted on shoulders
chanting in megaphones.
The overnight confronta-
tions in Beirut left more than
130 people injured, ac-
cording to the Red Cross
and the Lebanese Civil De-
fense. The Red Cross said
none of the injured were in
serious condition and most
of them were treated on
the spot.

The violence and Sunday’s
rally came just hours before
the president was due to
meet with representatives
of parliamentary blocs to
name a new prime minis-

ter.

Ex-Sudan strongman al-Bashir gets 2
years for corruption

By NADIR AHMED
Associated Press
KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) —
A court in Sudan convicted
former President Omar al-
Bashir of money laundering

)
|

and corruption on Satur-
day, sentencing him to two
years in prison.

That's the first verdict in a
series of legal proceedings
against al-Bashir,

who is

In this July 9, 2018, file photo, Sudan’s President Omar al-
Bashir attends a ceremony for Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, at the Presidential Palace in Ankara, Turkey.

Associated Press

also wanted by the Inter-
national Criminal Court on
charges of war crimes and
genocide linked o the Dar-
fur conflict in the 2000s.

The verdict came a year af-
ter Sudanese protesters first
began their revolt against
al-Bashir's  three-decade
authoritarian rule. During
that time, Sudan landed on
the U.S. list for sponsoring
terrorism, and the econo-
my has been battered by
years of mismanagement
and American sanctions.
Before the verdict was
read, supporters of al-Bashir
briefly disrupted the pro-
ceedings and were pushed
out of the courtroom by se-
curity forces.

Al-Bashir, 75, has been in
custody since April, when
Sudan’'s military stepped
in and removed him from
power after months of na-
tionwide protests. (]
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Strong quake kills 1, collapses building in Philippines

Associated Press

DAVAO, Philippines (AP) —
A strong earthquake jolted
the southern Philippines
on Sunday, kiling at least
one person and causing a
three-story building to col-
lapse, setting off a search
for people feared to have
been trapped inside, offi-
cials said.

The magnitude 6.9 quake
struck an area about 6 kilo-
meters (3.7 miles) northwest
of Padada town in Davao
del Sur province at a depth
of 30 kilometers (18 miles),
according fo the Philippine
Institute  of Volcanology
and Seismology.

The area has been bat-
tered by a series of power-
ful quakesinrecent months.
A child was killed in a vil-
loge in Davao del Sur's
Matanao town when a
wall of her house fumbled
down as the ground shook
and hit her in the head, of-
ficials said.

Davao del Sur Gov. Doug-
las Cagas said a three-

BUREAU of

PROTECTION

downtown Padada dur-
ing the quake,

FiliF =

rescue efforts were under-

frapping way, he told the DZMM ro-

Rescuers check a collapsed building following an earthquake that struck Padada, Davao del
Sur province, southern Philippines on Sunday Dec. 15, 2019.

story building housing a
grocery store collapsed in

an unspecified number of
people inside. Search and

Violence flares at Indian citizenship
law protest in Delhi

By SHEIKH SAALIQ

Associated Press

NEW DELHI (AP) — Police
fired tear-gas and sfruck
demonstrators  with  bao-
fons on Sunday in India’s
capital city, where thou-
sands, including students
at the Jamia Millia Islo-
mia University, protested
against a new law that
will give citizenship to non-
Muslims  fleeing religious

persecution from several
neighboring countries.

The third day of what had
been a peaceful demon-
stration against the law,
passed by India's Parlio-
ment last week, descend-
ed info chaos Sunday af-
ternoon. Three buses were
set on fire, police officials
said.

Chinmoy Biswal, a top po-
lice official, said that six po-

lice personnel were injured
in the melee in an upscale
enclave of south Delhi.
Student organizers blamed
outsiders for the violence.
“We have time and again
maintained that our pro-
tests are peaceful and
non-violent,” they said in a
statement. “We stand by
this approach and con-
demn any party involved
in the violence."[]

Associated Press

dio network, adding that
an unknown number of

people were injured in his
province. Matanao Mayor
Vincent Fernandez said
his two-story town hall was
badly damaged by the in-
tense shaking, along with
two bridges and several
buildings already weak-
ened by previous quakes.
“The shaking was different
this time, it wasn’t swaying.
It's like aroller was rumbling
by underneath,” Fernan-
dez told DZIMM from an
emergency shelter.

As he was being inter-
viewed, he paused briefly,
saying the ground was
shaking again in the latest
of dozens of aftershocks.
Fernandez appealed for
food packs and tents to
be used by residents who
needed immediate shel-
ter from the rainy weather.
Many buildings that can be
used as evacuation cen-
ters have been damaged
by recent earthquakes, he
said..

Passenger buses go up in flames during a protest against
Citizenship Amendment Act in New Delhi, India, Sunday, Dec.
15, 2019.

Associated Press
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Toxic air, gases hamper search for last 2 volcano victims

By MARK BAKER

STEVE McMORRAN
Associated Press
WHAKATANE, New Zea-
land (AP) — A second land
search of New Zealand's
volcanic White Island on
Sunday failed to locate the
bodies of the last two vic-
tfims of an eruption that has
now claimed 16 lives, most
of them tourists.

New Zealand police con-
firmed the 16th victim died
Saturday at Sydney's Con-
cord Hospital, one of sev-
eral Australian  hospitals
where survivors  suffering
from severe burns were
being freated. Ten of the
dead are thought to be
Australians. Of the 47 peo-
ple on White Island when it
erupted, 24 were Australian
citizens and four more were
permanent residents of
Australia. Two four-person
teams landed on the island
by helicopter early Sunday
morning and searched a
location thought to be the
most likely place where one
of the bodies might be. The

This photo released by the New Zealand Defence Force shows an operation to recover bodies

from White Island after a volcanic eruption in Whakatane, New Zealand, Friday, Dec. 13, 2019.

tfeams, wearing heavy pro-
tective clothing, were using
breathing apparatus that
allowed them to search for
only 75 minutes.

They were unable to locate
eitherbody andreturned to
the New Zealand mainland

where they underwent de-
contamination after being
exposed to toxic ash and
gases.

"We have always antici-
pated recovering all bod-
ies from the island and we
remain deeply committed

Associated Press

to that goal to allow fami-
lies some closure," Police
Deputy Commissioner John
Tims said.

Later Sunday, divers were
due to resume their search
of waters around the island
despite near zero visibility

that hampered their efforts
on Saturday. Rescue teams
had reported seeing a
body in the sea a day after
Monday's eruption.

Police have not included
the two missing — believed
to be a New Zealander tour
guide and a boat captain
who had taken tourists to
the island — among the
dead until their bodies are
recovered. Police mean-
while released the names
of five victims who have
been formally identified.
They include four Austra-
lians and one New Zeo-
lander. Among the dead
are 15-year-old Zoe Hosk-
ing from Australia and her
stepfather Gavin Dallow,
53. The first named victim
was Krystal Browitt, a vet-
erinary nursing student from
Melbourne, Australia, who
furned 21 on Nov. 29.

Ash and other fallout from
the eruption has made the
sea near the island toxic
and divers have fo be
washed clean after every
completed dive.(4

Mexico's Treasury Secretary Arturo Herrera, Deputy Prime Minister
of Canada Chrystia Freeland, Mexico's President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador, Mexico's top trade negotiator Jesus Seade and
U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer, after signing an
update to the North American Free Trade Agreement, in Mexico

City, Tuesday, Dec. 10. 2019.

Associated Press

Mexico trade negotiator: We'll never
accept US ‘inspectors’

Associated Press

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex-
ico's frade negotiator for
North America said Sunday
that Mexico categorically
opposes allowing foreign
labor inspectors to operate
in the country, saying that
was not contemplated in
the recent agreement with
Washington and Oftawa
on the USMCA pact to re-
place the North American
Free Trade Agreement.
Jesus Seade was flying fo

Washington tfo meet with
U.S. Trade Representa-
five Robert Lighthizer and
U.S. lawmakers to express
his counftry's "surprise and
concern" over language
in implementation legisla-
fion infroduced Friday in
the U.S. Congress calling
for the posting of up fo five
labor attaches to monitor
Mexico's labor reform.

Seade, an undersecretary
in the Foreign Relations De-
parfment, said on Twitter

that while the proposed aft-
taches exact functions are
not yet clear, "Mexico will
NEVER accept them if it is
in any way about disguised
inspectors, for one simple
reason: Mexican law pro-
hibits it."

“It is a very good agree-
ment for Mexico: Much
was obtained in the frilat-
eral," he added. "That's why
the U.S. needs 'extras' to sell
it infernally that WERE NOT
PART OF THE PACKAGE."



(Ferrari 448) Campaign.

The Master of Ceremony Mark Benson had the honor to
announce the winner during this nerve-wracking grand
finale, where 20 finalists had the opportunity to have the
lucky card. But only one can win, and that one turned
out to be Campos! It was a great party with the band
Buleria... and lotfs of bubbles and games. Be ready for
more fun at the casino, pass by and see what campaign
is going on or just to play a game. Who knows you could

be the next lucky winner.

PALMBEACH—Rogelio Campos willneverforgetthisyear’s
Christmas as he had the gift of his dreams last Saturday.
The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba announced the
winner of the amazing Deal (U.S.$250.000 cash) or Wheel

HE CAS

Lty
Lk Far, oA .

AL

Azure Beach Residences hosts fantastic dinner concert:
Fundraising for Symphony Festival with the
incomparable guitarist Luis Quintero

PALM BEACH — Azure Beach Residences
supports the Aruba Symphony Festival
where first-class musicians from around
the globe play free for the public. To as-
sure that this wonderful event can contin-
ve a benefit dinner concert was organized
last Saturday. Executive VP of Operations
for Pering Group, Alberto Perret Gentil wel-
comed the guests in a full house.

He is a classical music lover himself and
finds it important that the Aruba Sympho-
ny Festival continues to bring joy, enter-
fainment and education to the island, Per-
ret Gentil says. Azure Beach Residences
show their commitment to local commu-
nity by supporting the festival and hosting
the fundraising event last Saturday. Well-
known Aruban chef Irvin Croes took the
honors for the culinary part together with
Marriott’s Director Food & Beverage Op-
erations Teddy Bouroncle. They took care
of a 5-course gourmet dinner that tasted
like good music and was served by the
staff of Azure who volunteered the night
as waiters including Perret Gentils wife. The
evening was a ftypical case of let's put all
hands together and the cherry on the pie

was a live concert of the ‘maestro de gui-
fara’ Luis Quintero. He is an internationally
famous Venezuelan guitarist who just re-
cently played here before he went on a
four in Mexico, has been coming to play in
Aruba regularly since 2005 and has devel-
oped a profound love for our island and
its people.

One of the motors behind the Aruba Sym-
phony Festival and friend of the brothers
Perret Gentil is Clyde Harms. For five years
already Harms gives his best to pull the
festival off with the challenge of keeping
it as good as free for the public. His great
friend Johnny Croes joins him. “It is chal-
lenging because we have full-house con-
certs, workshops, conferences and classes
led by celebrated international artists.” It
is a unique concept within the Caribbean
and the festival surprises every year again
with the high-quality musicians brought in
by founder Simon Gollo.

During the evening Harms also launched
his book ‘An Aruban in Libya’ telling stories
of his years with ESSO in Tripoli. Aruba To-
day will publish an arficle about the book

in fomorrow's edition.

Aruba Symphony festival would like to thank all that par-
ficipated in the evening and the donators that made this
event reality.
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Now at the Casa Del Mar Resort
Top American standup comics perform
in Aruba Ray Ellin's phenomenal show

EAGLE BEACH — The “Aru-
ba Ray’'s Comedy” show
features some of the funni-
est American standup co-
medians in a terrific 90-min-
ute show, now located - for
December only - at Casa
Del Mar Resort. Celebrating
six years of Excellence in
Arubaq, Aruba Ray’s Come-
dy is the number one rated
Night Time Activity on Tri-
pAdvisor, the number one
rated Show on TripAdvisor,
and the number one rated
Fun Activity on TripAdvisor.

The show was named as
one of USA Today's *“10
Best. This is the same cali-
ber show you would find
at the top comedy clubs

in NYC. The comedians
are truly some of the best
from the United States. This
wonderful show is a great
way o spend a night out.
Advance ftickets are sug-
gested - - and are less ex-
pensive - - at www.Aruba-

Comedy.com. Line-up is
Dan Naturman, finalist on
America’s Got Talent, Rob-
ert Kelly from “The Jimmy
Fallon Show”, Tony V from
CBS' "The Late Show”,
Christine Hurley from “Last
Comic Standing” and Ray
Ellin from “This week at the
Comedy Cellar” on Com-
edy Central.

Ray Ellin hosts and produc-
es the shows. Considered
by his peers to be the best
host in NYC, Ray is known
as "Aruba Ray" because of
his passion for Aruba. Ray
has been coming fo Aruba
every month for the past
seven years, and produces
and hosts these incred-

ible comedy shows on the
island. He is a popular co-
median in New York, and
has brought his talent and
colleagues to Aruba.

Ray has appeared on
many felevision programs;
he has hosted the popu-
lar talk show Late Net, and
hosted the television shows
The Movie Loft, Brain Fuel,
and New York Now. He
also produced and direct-
ed the very successful film
The Latin Legends of Com-
edy, distributed by 20th
Century Fox. Ray is an ex-
ecutive producer and co-
star on the television show
This Week at the Cellar, on
Comedy Cenfral.

“I'm very excited to do the
show for the first fime in the
low-rise areal” said Ellin.
“"Casa Del Mar has a cozy
showroom that is really ex-
cellent for comedy, and
the GM of the Resort, Bob
Curtis, is bringing great en-
tertainment to a timeshare
for the first fime - showing
why he is such a popular
and forward-thinking lead-

er, and is giving visitors of
Aruba an opportunity to
see the show that so many
people have embraced
for the past several years.”
The shows are at 8:30pm,
every night, from Decem-
ber 2nd to December 20th,
in the showroom at the
Casa Del Mar Resort. Doors
open at 8pm. It is suggest-
ed to arrive early - seatfing
is first come first serve. To
save money, it is suggested
you purchase tickets in ad-
vance at www.ArubaCom-
edy.com.You can also
purchase ftickets (subject
to availability) at the show-
room door at 7:30pm.

Anyone can attend, how-
ever the show is suggested
for a mature audience.
You can now also pur-
chase dinner and a show,
online, at www.Arubao-
Comedy.com. Enjoy dinner
at 6:30pm, before the show
begins! Ask your concierge
for assistance, or call Casa
Del Mar at 582-7000 or call
Aruba Ray’s Comedy Club
at 749-4363. ]
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Aruba'’s tourists make a difference with the ‘Carry Your Cup’ pledge

NOORD — Jolly Pirates
raises a re-usable cup to
Green Solutions with tour-
ists aboard the most popu-
lar tourist attraction. With
a special invitation to their
guest to participate in their
campaign of #Carryy-
ourcup, Jolly Pirates proves
to be eco-friendly and sup-
port Green initiatives.

It's a simple concept. Jolly

Pirates Snorkel and Sun-
set Charters asks visitors to
help to reduce waste with
the #carryyourcup pledge.
Bring your own cup or pur-
chase a Jolly Pirate reus-
able BPA-free opfion in-
stead of using wasteful sin-
gle-use disposable plastic.

You can do your part to
reduce waste by using a
reusable cup aboard a
Jolly Pirates morning or af-

ternoon snorkel cruise or a
lovely sunset sail. Guests
are encouraged to join the
movement, to limit waste-
ful plastic in Aruba’s landfill
and from inadvertently pol-
luting the Sea.

“If you love the ocean like
we do, you naturally want
to do something about it”,
explains the ship's Captains
Julio, Ron and Edwin.
Reusable cups can be pur-

chased at the Jolly Pirates
souvenir shop. Both great-
looking and durable, the
Jolly Pirates BPA-free reus-
able cup provides an easy
way fo join the #carryy-
ourcup pledge for a clean-
er Aruba and a healthier
environment for sea critters,
fish and wildlife.

The Jolly Pirates #carryy-
ourcup campaign is just
one of many eco-friendly
ways in which the popu-
lar excursion company,
is striving to support more
clean Aruba efforts. The

Jolly Pirates team partici-

pates in Aruba Reef Care
projects, Beach clean ups
and also participates in the
#5minutebeachcleanup
to pick up trash that others
have left behind.

You can purchase a souve-
nir cup when you visit the
Jolly Pirates ticket shop at
MooMba Beach.

You can also make paper-
less reservations online and
can save up to 20% on your
Jolly Pirates Cruises on the
company’s new website
www jolly-pirates.com  or
call 586 — 8107 for more
information.




A19ILOCAL
MONDAY 16 DECEMBER 2019

Aruba to Me

ORANIJESTAD - Aruba Today likes to welcome readers to participate in
our newspaper. You can see that in our Honored Guest-publications,
specials like on Valentine's Day and on other occasions. Throughout
the year you are always welcome to send us your vacation picture(s)
together with completing the sentence: Aruba to me is ........ (Email:
news@arubatoday.com)

For today’s newspaper we received a great picture from Carmela Vil-
lari from Saddle Brook, New Jersey. She wrote:

Aruba to us is.... Pure Love!

Carmela & Joseph have been coming to the island for 15 consecutive
years. They are loyal guests at the Hilton Aruba. They love spending fime
together and show their love to each other as you can see on this pic-
ture taken at Giannis Restaurant.

<l
R\

ORANJESTAD — SETAR introduces their newest
package especially for seniors named ‘SETAR
Complete 60+’ which includes an increase in free
minutes for fixed telephone lines.

Since October 2019, SETAR launched their newest
package SETAR Complete 60+. The package offers
very attractive rates for senior clients at the age of 60
years and older. The beneficial package consists of
three services which are: fixed telephone line, cable
and internet. Clients 60+ can choose between two
packages: the Startup Plan or the Premium Plan.
With the choice of one of these packages the client
will receive additional free minutes to fixed phone
lines, more TV channels to choose from and a higher
internet speeds of 170 to 250 Mbs. All these great
services for one price. The additional free minutes
and also the use of both packages has been
increased. The free minutes can be used anytime
during the day.

For more information check out the website www.
setar.aw or call +297 525-1700. Clients 60+ interested
to apply for the service must pass by any Setar
Teleshop or Setar Store. (4
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Aruban born and bred Steve Francees has a passion for photography. Being a local photographer he knows the hidden
gem:s of this island and captures them in an amazing way. As a Family and Landscape photographer Steve is ready fo create
your next ‘vacation memories’, morning and/or sunset shots. T: (297) 738-0777, M: stevefrancees@hotmail.com,
www.instagram.com/stevefrancees and www.stevefrancees.com

The Aruban ‘ayaca’ (Hallaca) Cruise ships in the view

TODAY'S CLICK

. A Ll -

It's our tradition to make ayaca as part of the Holiday celebration. The ayaca is a Venezu-
elan dish that moved into our island of Aruba. The word hallaca evolved from the indigenous
Guarani Language meaning “to mix or blend”. We get together as family at a big table in  I've never been on a cruise ship and | don’'t know when | will do that.
our kitchen, listen to Gaita music when we all as family make the ayaca. The ayacais made My parents are in love with cruise ships. In the 60’s and 70’s they went
with corn dough stuffed with stew chicken, meat or pork, olives, onions, raisins, greed/red many times for a month on cruise ships from the Caribbean to Europe.
pepper, almonds and other ingredients depending on the family tradition. In our family we  But | like taking photos of cruise ships and a few weeks ago | took this
come together the 24th in the evening and will eat together as family with our neighbors and  photo.

friends.

Boca Grandi Where to buy fish

=

o
7
L

| occasionally get the questions where to buy fresh fish and in this
photo you will get where to buy fish and not get lost. The last time |
sent some friends and they ended up in San Nicolas so now you know
where to turn. At the traffic circle at Pos Chikito turn right then left and
keep going till Tele Aruba. Turn right till the end of the road, stop your
This beach is very famous for kite surfing and to get to this beach you must turn left atthered  car and go down the stairs and tell them that Steve send you here to
anchor on your way to Baby Beach. If you want a breezy morning walk sure this will be your  buy fish if not that's not a problem because they don’t pay me any
best beach to do your walk. Far right you will see the wind turbines at Vader Piet. commission.
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U.S. team player and captain
Tiger Woods watches his shot
from the 11th tee in his singles
match during the President’s
Cup golf tournament at
Royal Melbourne Golf Club in
Melbourne, Sunday, Dec. 15,
2019.

r 3 ' i F i

Associated Press

Tiger Woods
and U.S.
teamrally
towin
Presidents
Cup again

By DOUG FERGUSON

AP Golf Writer

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)
— High emotions, fierce
hugs from Tiger Woods, this
fime as a winner both ways
in the Presidents Cup.
Woods capped off a big
year that began with his
15th major at the Masters
by playing and leading his
U.S. team to another vic-
tory in the Presidents Cup
on Sunday at Royal Mel-
bourne.

The first playing captain in
25 years, he opened the 12
singles matches by beat-
ing Abraham Ancer to set
the Presidents Cup record
with his 27th match victory,
and set the fone for the
rest of his team.

The scoreboard was filled
with American red scores

" Kan\s\}sfnCHy in fhé Snow

all day as they raliied from Kansas City Chlefs quqr’rerback Pqirlck Mahomes avoids e -
a two-point deficit to win tackle by Denver Broncos defensive lineman Mike Purcell, rear, -
the Presidents Cup for the during the second half of anﬁl\_l_F‘.Ii'fc')oiball game in Kansas City,
eighth straight time against Mo., Sunday, Dec. 15::2019 =
an International team that - Y . v * ; : .
faltered at the worst time. Associated Press ar
Page 20

Continued on Page 21
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AP source: Indians send Kluber to Texas for DeShields, Clase

By TOM WITHERS

AP Sports Writer
CLEVELAND (AP) — Corey
Kluber's run as Cleveland'’s
ace appears to be over.
He's heading to Texas.

The Indians are close fo
completing a trade that
will send the two-time Cy
Young Award winner fo
the Rangers, a person fao-
miliar with the negotiations
told The Associated Press
on Sunday.

Cleveland will get outfield-
er Delino DeShields and
pitching prospect Emman-
vel Clase for the 33-year-
old Kluber.

The teams have been dis-
cussing the deal and final-
izing terms, said the person
who spoke to the AP on
condition of anonymity be-
cause of the sensitivity of
the talks. All that remains
are physicals.

Kluber has been one of the
AL’s most dominant pitch-
ers for six seasons. The right-
hander won the Cy Young
in 2014 and 2017 while an-
choring the Indians’ stfrong
starting staff.

But his future with the Indi-
ans grew more uncertain
last season when the club
managed fo stay in the
playoff chase until late
September despite not
having him after May 1.
Kluber broke his right fore-
arm when he was sfruck
by a line drive during a
start at Miami and never
made it back. He came
close to returning to the In-
dians’ rotation but suffered
an oblique injury during a
minor league rehab ap-
pearance that ended his
comeback.

The Indians picked up his
$17.5 million contract op-
fion for 2020 immediately
after last season. His deal
includes a club opftion for
$18 million for 2021.

A three-time All-Star, Kluber
is 98-58 with a 3.16 career
ERA. Before last season, he
pitched at least 203 innings
in each of the previous five
seasons while recording
more than 200 strikeouts in
each of those seasons as
well.

The Indians believe the
time is right fo move Kiu-
ber. Cleveland has several
young solid pitchers, in-
cluding Shane Bieber and

N — it

In this March 11, 2019, file photo, Cleveland Indians starting pitcher Corey Kluber throws a warm
up pitch before a spring training baseball game against the Cincinnati Reds in Goodyear, Ariz.
Associated Press
hit .249 with 24 stolen bas-
es for Texas last season.

needs in return for Kluber.
The 27-year-old DeShields

Mike Clevinger, on its staff
and can address other

Clase, a 21-year-old righty,
skipped the Triple-A level
last season and made his
big league debut with the
Rangers in August, going
2-3 with a 2.31 ERA in mostly
arelief role.

Kluber won 20 games for
the Indians in 2018 and he
had 18 victories in 2014,
2016, and 2017 Kluber will
join a Rangers rotation that
includes All-Star Mike Minor
and Lance Lynn, who both
reached 200 innings and
200 strikeouts last season.
Texas went 78-84, then
missed out on a pair of free-
agent targets at the recent
winter meetings, watching
star pitcher Gerrit Cole and
slugger Anthony Rendon
sign with other teams.
Kluber gets a $1 million as-
signment bonus for getting
tfraded...d
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Chiefs roll to 23-3 victory over Broncos at showy Arrowhead

By DAVE SKRETTA

AP Sports Writer

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP)
— The Kansas City Chiefs
turned Arrowhead Stadium
info their own winter won-
derland Sunday, mushing
through the snow to an
easy victory over the Den-
ver Broncos as they march
foward another postsea-
son filled with possibilities.
Patrick Mahomes threw for
340 yards and two touch-
downs, and Tyreek Hill and
Travis Kelce were on the re-
ceiving end of many of his
biggest throws, as the AFC
West champions romped
to a 23-3 victory over the
rebuilding Broncos to re-
main in the hunt for the No.
2 playoff seed and a po-
tential first-round bye.

"It was awesome. A lof of
fun," said Mahomes, who
showed no lingering effects
from the hand his bruised
last week.

"The guys were embracing
it. We knew it was going to
snow. We practice in cold
weather a lot. So you get
there, you're already ac-
customed to it, and you go
out there and play."

Like a bunch of kids getting
a snow day from school,
the Chiefs enjoyed every
minute of it.

Hill caught five passes for 67
yards and both scores, and
Kelce hauled in 11 catches
for 142 yards to become
the first tight end in NFL his-
tory with four consecutive
1,000-yard receiving sea-
sons, helping the Chiefs (10-
4) beat the Broncos for the
ninth straight time.

Denver (5-9) hasn't won in
Kansas City since Sept. 17,
2015.

The Chiefs outscored their
longtime division rival 53-9
this season.

"You just attackit. You can't
let weather get infto how
you're playing the game
or disrupt how you're play-
ing the game," Kelce said.

Kansas City Chiefs defensive end Alex Okafor (97) sacks Denver Broncos quarterback Drew Lock
(3) during the first half of an NFL football game in Kansas City, Mo., Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019.
Associated Press

"That's the biggest thing in
terms of mindset, going out
there and not letting any-
thing distract you."
Whether it was the weath-
er or the suddenly stout
Chiefs defense, the Bron-
cos were so inept offen-
sively that Kelce had more
yards receiving at the start
of the fourth quarter than
they had total offense (139
yards).

Phillip Lindsay was bottled
up on the ground, and for-
mer Missouri stfandout Drew
Lock — who grew up in the
Kansas City suburb of Lee's
Summit, Missouri — spent
most of the day seeing red
jerseys bearing down on
him.

The rookie quarterback
was 18 of 40 for 208 yards
and an egregious intercep-
fion in the end zone.

"I think he handled the
condifions well. | think if's a
game under these condi-
fions that he can bank and
learn from," said Broncos
coach Vic Fangio, whose
tfeam was eliminated from

playoff contention for the
fourth straight season. "l
didn't see him get flustered
out there and frustrated so
that part was good."

That was about the only
good part. The Broncos fin-
ished with 251 yards, went
5 of 14 on third down and
1 of 3 on fourth, and were
penalized seven times for
72 yards.

They also went 0 for 2 in the
red zone.

"When you play a team as
good as the Chiefs," Fangio
said, "you can't do that."
Flurries began to fall over-
night, far earlier than me-
teorologists had predicted,
and the intensifying snow
caused major problems for
people frying to get to the
stadium.

There were spin-outs and
car accidents throughout
the metro area, and there
was some concern that
players might be delayed
in getting to the stadium in
fime for warmups.

An hour before kickoff, doz-
ens of workers were clear-

ing off the yard lines, end
zones and sidelines as the
snow swirled inside the sta-
dium.

It really began fto pick up
again at halftime, obscur-
ing Kauffman  Stadium
about a quarter mile away,
and stadium workers flood-
ed the field to clear what
they could during every
timeout.

It wasn't long until Andy Wil-
liams' sonorous voice over
the loudspeakers made the
snow globe atmosphere
complete.

And for the Chiefs, it
seemed indeed like the
most wonderful fime of the
year.

They effortlessly marched
downfield for a touchdown
on their opening drive, then
got a trio of field goals from
Harrison Butker on their next
three first-half possessions
to build a 12-3 lead.

When they received the
kickoff fo start the second
half, Mahomes took them
right downfield again, find-
ing Hill for their second TD

[ T

connection of the game.
The Broncos didn't force a
punt until there was about
six minutes left in the third
quarter.

By that point, the game
was pretty much over.

The biggest cheers the rest
of the way were for the
Cincinnati  Bengals, who
were frying to knock off
the New England Patriots.
They couldn't hold an early
lead, though, and that left
the Chiefs needing to win
out and the Patriots to drop
one of their final two games
fo move ahead of them in
the playoff pecking order.
"That was very fun," said Hill,
who left the game after a
couple of hard hits but re-
turned to finish it out.

"This is my first snow game
and | had a blast with it. |
don't want to do it again
because it's very cold, but
| had fun with it."

STATS AND STREAKS

Lindsay had 32 yards rush-
ing and the Broncos fin-
ished with 52 as a team. ...
Broncos LB Von Miller had
the 105th sack of his ca-
reer. He needs one more to
move info the top 25 in NFL
history. ...

The Chiefs have held four
straight opponents to 20
points or fewer and two of
the past three to 10 points
or fewer.

INJURIES

Chiefs: DE Alex Okafor hurt
his chest while sacking Lock
in the first half and did not
return. ... RB Damien Wil-
liams (ribs) and CBs Morris
Claiborne (shoulder) and
Rashad Fenton (hamstring)
were inactive.

Broncos: TE Noah Fant left
after landing hard on his
right shoulder.

He refurned in the second
half. ... DLs Dre'Mont Jones
(ankle), Marcus Walker
(ankle) and Adam Gotsis
(knee) were inactive.

OT Ja'Wuan James (knee)
also did not play.d
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Drive your own Jeep Wrangler or Kia Sportage, or (be a passenger] through the Country side,
explore Aruba's secret heaches that you would mever om your own, we'll present Aruba's
total topside history by jeep with the istand's best guides pointing out the way and stopping at the
most icomic sites the island has to offer, such as Indian Caves. National Park. Baby Beach &
more..optional join us lor a nice Sailing & Snorkeling cruise after your leep Tour.

Visit us at Casa del Mar, Playa Linda, Holiday Inn Concierge/lobby desk/ beach huts, RIU Hut between Antilla &
Palace Hotel on the beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Playa Linda Resort.
For reservations call 587-2302 (Mon-Sun) Or book online at: www.pelican-aruba.com
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Tiger Woods and U.S. team rally to win Presidents Cup again

Continved from Page 18

Matt Kuchar delivered the
clinching putt, a 5-footer
for birdie that assured him
a halve against Louis Oost-
huizen and gave the Amer-
icans the 15 1/2 points they
needed to win.

“For us to be in a hole, to
come back and win this
thing ... to win it as a team,
but to do it with Tiger Woods
as our captain was just a
huge thrill,” Kuchar said.
They result was 16-14, and
at least this one was a con-
test. The U.S. victory two
years ago at Liberty Nation-
al was so resounding that it
nearly ended on Saturday.
International captain  Er-
nie Els was determined to
turn it around. He created
a new logo for the Inter-
natfional tfeam. He relied
heavily on analytics. It still
wasn't enough.

“| followed a plan, and it
didn’'t quite work out, but
we came damn close,” Els
said. “If you compare our
team on paper with other
feams in ofher sport, you
would have laughed us
out of the building. But we
gave it a hell of a go and
we came mightily close to
winning and upsetting one
of the greatest golf tfeams
of all time.”

i

The U.S. team hold their trophy after they won the President’s Cup golf tournament at Royal
Melbourne Golf Club in Melbourne, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019. The U.S. team won the tournament

16-14.

Els thought back to Friday,
when the Americans won
two matches with birdies
on the 18th hole and rallied
to halve another to keep
the International lead from
growing.

On Sunday, all he saw
was U.S. momentum that
couldn’t be stopped.

“We gave you everything
we had,” Els said to Woods
at the closing ceremo-
ny. “You were the better
team.”

Woods hugged everyone
hard, players and vice cap-
tains alike, wearing a smile
not seen since he walked
off the 18th green at Au-
gusta National after be-
coming a Masters champi-
on again after injuries that
nearly ended his career.

“"We relied on one another
as a feam, and we did it —
together,” Woods said, his
voice choked slightly with
emotion. “This cup wasn't
going to be given to us. We

Associated Press

had to go earn it. And we
did.”

Els fashioned the youngest
International team from a
record nine countries from
everywhere outside Europe
and took a 10-8 lead info
the final day, the first time
it had the edge in 16 years.
It wasn’t enough.

Patrick Reed, whose cad-
die was benched for shov-
ing a fan who had cursed
Reed from close range
Saturday, built a é-up lead

through seven holes before
eventually putting away
C.T. Pan to win for the first
time this week.

Webb Simpson, who
played with Reed as they
lost all three team match-
es, never frailed in beating
Byeong Hun An. Everyone
on the U.S. team contrib-
uted something.

With so much red on the
board, Tony Finau might
have been his team the
biggest boost. He was 4
down through 10 holes
against Hideki Matsuyama,
won the next four holes and
earned a half-point.

It came down to the final
hole in South Korea four
years ago. This fime, the
Americans were assured
of a tie if the Internationals
were to win the last three
matches, creating at least
a little drama.

But it was a familiar ending.
The Americans now are 11-
1-1 in an event that began
in 1994,

“It's hard to digest,” said
Adam Scott, who has
played in nine Presidents
Cup without ever winning.
“It's incredibly disappoint-
ing but ... | like where this
tfeam is going, and I'll be
working really hard now
to be on the team in two
more years.” (]

Magic hand Pelicans franchise-record
12th straight loss

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Jon-
athan Isaac had 21 points
and 10 rebounds and the
Orlando Magic beat New
Orleans 130-119 on Sunday,
sending the Pelicans to
their franchise-record 12th
straight loss.

Orlando  cenfer Nikola
Vucevic refured from a
sprained ankle to score 20
points. He played 29 min-
utes in his first game since
Nov. 20.

The Magic snapped a
three-game losing streak.
Jrue Holiday led the Peli-
cans with 29 points and
eight assists.

J.J. Redick added 23 points
against the team that draft-
ed him in the first round in
2006.

The Magic led 58-57 at half-
fime and pulled away with
a 41-point third quarter.
Isaac had 11 points in the
quarter.

TIP-INS

Magic: D.J. Augustin had
17 points, and Even Fourni-
er 16. On Saturday night,
Augustin, a New Orleans
natfive, became the first
athlete in any sport to have
his jersey retired at Brother
Martin High School. Augus-
fin, who wore No. 14, led
the school to two Louisiana
state championships and is
the program’s career scor-
ing leader. ... [
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New Orleans Pelicans guard Jrue Holiday (11) dribbles against
Orlando Magic guard Evan Fournier in the first half of an NBA
basketball game in New Orleans, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019.

Associated Press
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LSU QB Joe Burrow wins Heisman Trophy in landslide vote

By RALPH D. RUSSO

AP College Football Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Born info
a family of Cornhuskers and
raised in the Buckeye state,
Joe Burrow left his roots be-
hind and became a Heis-
man Trophy winner at LSU.
The quarterback won the
Heisman on Saturday night
in a record-breaking land-
side, becoming the first
LSU player to bring col-
lege football's most pres-
figious award back to Ba-
ton Rouge, Louisiana, in 60
years.

Burrow received 2,608
points and 841 first-place
votes, a record 90.7% of all
the first-place votes avail-
able. Burrow also set a re-
cord for percentage of
points available received
with  93.8, breaking the
mark of 91.6% set by Troy
Smith of Ohio State in 2006.
Burrow was named on
95.5% of all ballots, break-
ing the record of 95.2% set
by Oregon’'s Marcus Mari-
otain 2014.

Burrow’s margin of victory
of 1,846 points broke the
record of 1,750 set by O.J.
Simpson of Southern Cali-
fornia in 1968.

Oklahoma quarterback
Jalen Hurts was second
with 762 points. Quarter-
back Justin Fields of Ohio
State was third and defen-
sive end Chase Young of
Ohio State was fourth.
Burrow fransferred last year
to LSU from Ohio State,
where he was a sparingly
used reserve. After finish-
ing strong for the Tigers in
2018, he broke out this sea-
son, setting a Southeastern
Conference record with
48 touchdown passes and
leading top-ranked LSU (13-
0) toits first College Football
Playoff appearance.
Burrow's victory was a fore-

PREMIER PARTNER OF

A

HEISMAN

PREMIER PARTNER OF

H E

% &
I M AN

-

L

NCAA college football player, LSU quarterback Joe Burrow poses for a photo after winning the
Heisman Trophy, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019, in New York.

gone conclusion, but after
he was announced as the
winner it sfill overwhelmed
him.

“That’s the most I've cried
in 23 years of living,” Burrow
said later.

After hugging his parents
and  coaches,  Burrow
made his way to the stage
inside the PlayStation The-
afer in Times Square. He
started his acceptance
speech, stopped and took
23 seconds to compose
himself before raftling off
the names of LSU's other
offensive players.

“All my teammates have
supported me, welcomed
me with open arms. Kid
from Ohio, come down 1o
the Bayou, and welcomed
me as brothers,” Burrow
said, with about two dozen
former Heisman winners
standing behind him on
stage.

“What a special moment,”
LSU coach Ed Orgeron said.
“I thought Joe handled ev-

erything first class. It's the
first time I've seen him get
that emotional.”

The Tigers will face No. 4
Oklahoma and Hurts on
Dec. 28 at the Peach Bowl
in Aflanta.

“I'm ready to get back
fo Baton Rouge and start
practice on Monday,"” Bur-
row said.

Burrow, a senior, blended
perfectly with first-year LSU
passing game coordinator
Joe Brady and produced
the most prolific offense in
school history. Playing in a
version of the offense Drew
Brees runs for the New Or-
leans Saints, Burrow has
shown accuracy and quick
decision-making similar to
his childhood idol. With at
least one game left, Burrow
has passed for 4,715 yards
and is completing 77.9% of
his passes, on pace to set
an NCAA record.

The kid who grew up think-
ing he might play college
basketball has blossomed

Associated Press

into the possible first overall
pick in April’s NFL draft, and
LSU’s second Heisman win-
ner. Halfoack Billy Cannon
won the Heisman for LSU in
1959. The 60-year gap be-
tween Heisman victories
for LSU is the largest for any
school with multiple win-
ners.

Burrow is the 17th quar-
terback to win the Heis-
man since 2000, and the
third straight QB to win the
award after transferring,
joining Oklahoma's Baker
Mayfield (2017) and Kyler
Murray (2018).

Burrow's dad, Jimmy Bur-
row, was a longtime col-
lege football coach who
played at Nebraska. He
spent the last 14 years of
his career as defensive co-
ordinator at Ohio Univer-
sity in Athens before refir-
ing to spend his weekends
watching his son play.

“I's been a dream seao-
son for him as well,” Burrow
said.

Joe Burrow grew up in The
Plains, Ohio. His older broth-
ers both played at Nebras-
ka.

His father's old boss, Ohio
coach Frank Solich, hoped
the youngest Burrow boy
would play for the Bob-
cats, but Joe took off in
high school. Burrow was Mr.
Footballin Ohio in 2014 and
signed with Ohio State the
next year.

In Columbus, Ohio, Burrow
joined an already loaded
quarterback room with J.T.
Barrett, Cardale Jones and
Braxton Miller. Burrow red-
shirted as a freshman and
played a little in 2016.

In 2017, he was competing
with Dwayne Haskins to be
Barrett's backup and broke
his hand in preseason prac-
fice. That opened the door
for Haskins to position him-
self as the quarterback of
the future for Ohio State.
After spring practice in
2018, having already grad-
uated from Ohio State, Bur-
row decided fo transfer.
LSU wasn't his first choice,
but Orgeron recruited the
quarterback hard.

"He gave me an oppor-
tunity when not a lot of
people thought | was go-
ing to do anything,” Burrow
said. “He frusted me with
his program.” Burrow was
interested in Nebraska, but
that interest wasn't recipro-
cated. Cincinnati seemed
like a possibility, playing for
former Ohio State assistant
coach Luke Fickell.

A visit fo LSU, with its
100,000-seat stadium, his-
tory of winning, southern
hospitality and SEC com-
petition, won over Burrow.
Orgeron has called Burrow
his most important recruit
and maybe the most im-
portant recruit in the history
of LSU football..]

Possible ‘white power’ hand signs at Army-Navy game probed

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The
Army and Navy acade-
mies are looking into hand
signs flashed by students
that can be associated
with “white power” and
were televised during the
Army-Navy football game
on Safurday, school offi-
cials said.

Cadets at West Point and

midshipmen at the Naval
Academy in the stands
both appeared to display
the sign during the broad-
cast, officials with the two
military academies told
The Wall Street Journal.
The gesture was seen dur-
ing an ESPN broadcast
segment.

School officials are trying

fo determine what the
hand signals were meant
to convey, they said.
“We're looking into it,”
Lt. Col. Chris Ophardt, a
spokesperson for the U.S.
Military Academy at West
Point in New York, told the
Journal.

“I don't know what their in-
tention is.”

“We are aware and will be
looking into it,” said Cmdr.
Alana Garas, a spokes-
person for the U.S. Naval
Academy, in Annapolis,
Maryland.

The Pentagon didn't im-
mediately respond to the
Journal's request for com-
ment.

The hand sign is similar to

the one often used fo in-
dicate “OK,” but the Anfi-
Defamation League says
it has lately been used as
an extremist meme, in part
because of its ambiguity.
U.S. Coast Guard leaders
last year reprimanded an
officer who used a similar
hand sign during a televi-
sion broadcast.[]
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Lo Pelican Nest Bar & Seafood Guill

mmmm;g; Come & see the spectacular Sunset on the sea
Ask for our daily chef special
Dur menu offers an impressive selection of Fresh Seafood

{caught daily by our own fleet), International Dishes and a relaxing Atmosphere.,
PAILY RAPRPY HOUR
at our Captain's Morgan Bar from 4 - 6 pm $5 Bar.

For Reservations call: SB62259
Located between Holiday Inn Hotel & Playa Linda Resort www.pelican-aruba.com

Open daily from 11 am - 10 pm

Crawford stops Kavaliauskas to defend welterweight title

By BRIAN MAHONEY

AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Terence
Crawford’'s latest oppo-
nent had notf only never
been knocked down, but
Crawford couldn't recall
seeing him even hurt.

Then again, he'd never
been in aring with a fighter
like Crawford before.
Crawford dropped Egidijus
Kavaliauskas three fimes
before stopping him in the
ninth round Saturday night
fo remain unbeaften and
defend his welterweight
fitte at Madison Square
Garden.

“I wanted to give the
crowd a knockout,” Craw-
ford said. “When | started
letting my hands go, |
started landing more fatal
shots.”

Crawford knocked down
the challenger once in the
seventh round and ftwice
more in the ninth before
referee Ricky Gonzalez
stopped it at 44 seconds of
the round.

Crawford (36-0, 27 KOs) ab-
sorbed perhaps more shots
than usual but seemed to
enjoy getting to show he
has power, too, letting out
a big smile as Kavaliaus-
kas refurned to his corner
looking frustrated after one
round late in the fight.

“I thought | had fo enter-
tain you all for a little bit,”
Crawford said. "He's a
strong fighter, durable,
and | thought I'd give the
crowd something to cheer
for.”

Kavaliauskas  (21-1-1), a
Lithuanian who was the
mandatory challenger for
Crawford’s WBO belt, had
some good moments in
the first few rounds before
Crawford took confrol mid-
way through the fight and
then poured it on late.
Crawford  fought cau-
tiously at the outset and
Kavaliauskas showed why

Terence Crawford, right, punches Lithuania’s Egidijus Kavaliauskas, knocking him down for a TKO
in the ninth round of a WBO welterweight boxing match, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019, in New York.
Associated Press

there was reason to when
he landed a big right early
in the third round and then
a couple more punches
inside as Crawford fried to
hold on. Crawford ended
up going to a knee but Ka-
valiauskas wasn't credited
with a knockdown, the ref-
eree apparently determin-
ing Crawford had been
pushed down.

Crawford said afterward
he wasn't hurt by that shot
and it wasn't long before
he was the one doing
more damage.
Kavaliauskas kept throw-
ing big punches that drove
Crawford backward when
they landed, but Crawford
used his speed advantage
fo slip out of the way of
many of them while land-
ing his own combinations.

Crawford took a hard shot
early in the seventh but
then began answering
and finally caught Kaval-
iauskas with a looping right
near the ear that sent him
to the canvas.

Crawford finished it two
rounds later, first using @
three-punch combinatfion
to set up a right upper-
cut that sent Kavaliauskas
to the canvas. He got up
but Crawford then threw
a right hook that returned
the two-time Olympian to
the canvas and the fight
was immediately waved
off.

The 32-year-old Crawford
bristled this week when
asked if gefting in fougher
fights would earn him ex-
fra appreciation, saying
all that mattered was win-

ning. But this fight certainly
appeared harder than the
skiled Nebraska native’s
first three after moving up
to welterweight, all stop-
pages, after he won dall
four major belts at 140.
He's still searching for bet-
ter opposition in the deep
147-pound division and
promoter Bob Arum indi-
cated Crawford may look
next to veteran Shawn
Porter, who is coming off
a competitive loss to Errol
Spence Jr. in a unification
bout in September.

A Crawford-Spence bout
would likely be the most at-
fractive possible, but Spen-
ce was injured in a car ac-
cident and it's unknown
when he can fight again.
That could leave Porter as
the next choice.

“Porter is the next best
guy,” Arum said. ‘“He
proved himself with Spen-
ce.”

Crawford said he's ready
for whichever fighter s
next.

“I'l fight anybody. I've
been saying that forl don't
know how long,” Crawford
said.

Earlier, Teofimo Lopez won
a lightweight belt with a
second-round stoppage of
Richard Commey, and Mi-
chael Conlan beat Olym-
pic rival Vladimir Nikitin.
Lopez (15-0, 12 KOs) was
spectacular in his first fitle
fight, wobbling Commey
with a left hand early in the
second round and then
flooring him with a hard
right hand. He finished the
fight with a barrage of
punches in the corner and
perhaps next moves on to
a 135-pound unification
bout with two-time Olym-
pic gold medalist Vasiliy
Lomachenko.

Conlan (13-0, 7 KOs) had
lost to Nikitin twice as an
amateur, including in the
2016 Olympic quarterfinals.
He blasted the internation-
al boxing federation for
being corrupt after the de-
cision was announced and
extended his middle finger
fo the judges af ringside.
He had also lost a close
fight to Nikitin in 2013 but
the judges saw this one
as no contest, giving Con-
lan a lopsided decision by
scores of 100-90, 99-91 and
98-92.1

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.com/arubatoday/
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NATO researchers: Social media failing to stop manipulation

By KELVIN CHAN

AP Business Writer

LONDON (AP) — Social me-
dia companies are failing
fo stop manipulated activ-
ity, according to a report
Friday by NATO-affiliated
researchers who said they
were easily able to buy tens
of thousands of likes, com-
ments and views on Face-
book, Twitter, YouTube and
Instagram.

Most of the phony ac-
counts and the activity
they engaged in remained
online weeks later, even af-
terresearchers at the NATO
Strategic Command Cen-
fre of Excellence flagged
them up as fake.

The center, an indepen-
dent group based in Lat-
via that advises the military
alliance, said the findings
contrast  with statements
from tech companies that
say they've been working
harder on stamping out
manipulation.

“Overall social media com-
panies are experiencing
significant  challenges in
countering the malicious
use of their platforms,” the
report said.

Online manipulation
emerged as a major issue
for tech companies af-

This combination of images shows logos for companies from left, Twitter, YouTube and Facebook.
Associated Press

ter the 2016 U.S. election,
when Russian influence ef-
forts came to light. The re-
searchers found that most
fake social media activity is
bought for commercial, not
political, reasons. It can in-
clude Instagram influencers
frying to pump up their pro-
files fo make more money
from their brand contracts.
Fake accounts are still
used for political means,
though it's a minor slice of
the industry and aimed at
“non-western” pages, the
researchers said, noting
they were used to buy en-
gagement on hundreds of
political pages and dozens

of government pages.

To carry out the study, the
researchers turned to the
“manipulation service pro-
vider” industry, which is ex-
panding to feed the grow-
ing demand for phony
clicks and likes. They used
16 companies, most based
in Russia, to buy fake online
engagement for 105 posts
on Facebook, Twitter, You-
Tube and Instagram. They
spent just 300 euros ($330)
to purchase 3,530 com-
menfts, 25,750 likes, 20,000
views and 5,100 followers.
To avoid influencing real
conversations, they only
bought clicks for posts that

were at least six months old
and carried neutral and
non-political messages,
such as “Hello!” and “Thank
you!” on New Year's greet-
ings from European Union
commissioners.

Four weeks later, 80% of the
fake activity remained on-
line, the researchers found,
as they sought to gauge
whether the sites were in-
dependently detecting
misuse. They then report-
ed 100 of the accounts
as fake, but found about
95 remained active three
weeks later.

Some companies were
better than others, the re-

port said. YouTube was the
easiest site on which to cre-
ate fake accounts but the
best at countering artificial
likes and video views.
Manipulating Instagram is
easy and cheap because
the site is was largely un-
able to detect and stop
it, while Twitter was best at
detecting and removing
manipulation.

Facebook was best at stop-
ping fake accounts, but
any that got through were
more successful because
they faced littfle further
scrutiny, and their com-
ments and views weren't
removed. Facebook says it
disabled 2.2 billion fake ac-
counts in the first quarter of
this year.

“Fake engagement tactics
remain a challenge facing
the entire industry,” Face-
book, which also owns In-
stagram, said in a stafe-
ment.

“We're making massive in-
vestments to find and re-
move fake accountfs and
engagement every day.”
YouTube said it takes any
abuse of its systems seri-
ously and has invested in
technology to prevent the
artificial inflation of video
view counts. ]

Florida city mum on ransom demands by cyberattackers

By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN
and FRANK BAJAK
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) —
A Florida city confirmed
Friday that hackers seek-
ing to extort money were
responsible for crippling its
computer systems earlier
this week but officials have
yet to decide whether they
will pay a reported $1 mil-
lion ransom.

If they do opt to fork over
the money, they may have
to dip into Pensacola city
coffers; the city of about
52,000 in Florida's Panhan-
dle — whose annual bud-
get is roughly $245 million
— is not insured for such an
attack.

Obtaining it in the future
is "something that our risk
manager  will  certainly
be looking into,” said city
spokeswoman Kaycee La-
garde.

Lagarde confirmed that
ransomware was behind

the attack that brought
down the city’'s computer
network over the week-
end, less than a day after
a Saudi aviation student
kiled three U.S. sailors and
wounded eight other peo-
ple at a nearby naval air
station.

The FBI has said the attacks
were not connected.

The cybersecurity blog
BleepingComputer report-
ed earlier this week that a
group behind a ransom-
ware strain known as Maze
claimed responsibility for
the atftack and was de-
manding $1 million from the
city.

In emails exchanged with
the website, the Maze
hackers claimed they had
stolen documents from the
city but didn’t say whether
they had given Pensacola
officials a deadline to pay
for them or if they had
threatened to release the

documents if they didn't
pay. Ble epingComputer
editor Lawrence Abrams
said the Maze operators
had authenticated their
identity with proof of a dif-
ferent hack and by posting
snippets of email exchang-
es with his blog on a dark-
web payment site.

City officials declined to
discuss who might have
been responsible or any
ransom amount demand-
ed against the city.

The city said it has restored
some services, including
email, phone services and
utility online bill payments.
Ransomware infections
reached epidemic dimen-
sions this year, and security
researchers are concerned
ransomware could also dis-
rupt next year's U.S. presi-
dential elections.
According to a new report
released this week by the
cybersecurity firm Emsisoft,

more than 948 U.S. govern-
ment agencies, education-
al institutions and health
care providers were hit in
an  unprecedented bar-
rage at a potential cost of
more than $7.5 billion.

New Jersey's largest hospi-
tal system and the city of
New Orleans are among
the most recent U.S. ran-
somware victims.

In New Orleans, investiga-
fors discovered ransom-
ware as they looked into
a suspected cyberattack
that led to a shutdown of
city computers on Friday.
City officials said they had
not received a ransom de-
mand, however, and it was
initially unclear whether the
attack did any damage to
the city’s system.

In May, a cyberattack hob-
bled Baltimore's computer
network and cost the city
more than $18 million to re-
pair.

City officials refused to pay
demands for $76,000 in bit-
coin.

During the summer, two
Florida cities — Riviera
Beach and Lcake City —
paid hackers more than $1
million combined after be-
ing targeted.

Pensacola  officials  be-
came aware of the cyber-
aftack against their city
about 1:30 a.m. Saturday.
Ever since, information
technology technicians
have been working to re-
store services as city of-
ficials continued to take
stock of the damage, if
any, and determine what
information  might have
been compromised or sto-
len by the hackers.
Lagarde would not say
whether any  personal
or financial data was
breached. She said the city
would nofify residents and
customers as warranted.
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Dozens apply to open marijuana businesses in now-legal Maine

By PATRICK WHITTLE
Associated Press
AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) —
The first week of applica-
tions to open marijuana
businesses in Maine has
been busy, with dozens of
prospective businesses lin-
ing up to sell, grow or make
edible products with the
newly legal drug.

The state started taking
the applications on Dec.
5, and it has received 76 of
them so far, according to
the Maine Office of Mari-
juana Policy. Thirty-eight
of the applications are for
retail stores, 27 are for culti-
vation facilities and 11 are
for manufacturing facili-
fies, said David Heidrich, a
spokesman for the office.
The facilities would also
need local approval from
municipalities to be able
to open. But they don't
yet need brick-and-mor-
tar stores, and that could
be motivating marijuana
entrepreneurs to test the
waters, said David Boyer,
an industry consultant who
helped lead the state’s le-
galization drive.

In this June 28, 2017, photo, marijuana plants grow at a cultivation facility in Las Vegas.

“You don’t even need fo
have a building or a town,
you just need fo have a
dream,” Boyer said. “When
the town opts in, you can
apply for the local license.”
Maine voters approved
legal sales of marijuana

for adult use in a Novem-
ber 2016 vote. It's one of a
growing number of states
to go legal, although the
process of developing reg-
ulations and licensing busi-
nesses has been slow. Mas-
sachusetts also went legal

Associated Press

in 2016 and has had retail
stores for more than a year.
One obstacle was that for-
mer Gov. Paul LePage, a
Republican, was opposed
to legalization. He left of-
fice in January. LePage’s
successor, Democratic

Gov. Janet Mills, has been
more open fo working with
the state’'s nascent mari-
juana industry.
Recreational marijuana
could be available in
stores in Maine by spring
2020, Heidrich said.

“It's certainly possible —
it really depends on the
completeness of the ap-
plications and the speed
at  which  municipalities
provide authorizations,” he
said.

State officials have not re-
leased the names of ap-
plicants for marijuana li-
censes to the public, but
that could change soon.
The state also needs ap-
plications from prospective
marijuana testing facilities
to ensure the safety of the
products, but has not re-
ceived any yet, Heidrich
said. At least one compa-
ny is working on an appli-
cation, he said.

Maine already has a long-
standing medical mari-
juana program, and if is
contfinuing while the state
rolls out legal recreational
marijuana.

Holiday shopping off to slow start, US retail sales up 0.2%

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S.
retail sales rose at a mod-
est pace in November as
the holiday shopping sea-
son appeared to have a
slow start.

The Commerce Depart-
ment said Friday that retail
salesincreased a seasonal-
ly adjusted 0.2% in Novem-
ber, down from 0.4% in the
previous month. Healthy
car sales liffed the over-
all figure. Excluding autos,
sales ficked up just 0.1%.
Steady job gains, a low
unemployment rate and
rising wages have lifted
consumer confidence and
economists expect this
year's holiday shopping
season to be a healthy
one.

But with Thanksgiving fall-
ing laterin November there
were fewer shopping days
after Black Friday. Parts of
the Midwest were also hit
last month with snow and
cold weather, which may
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In this Nov. 29, 2019, flle photo customers shop at a Kohl’s store in Colma, Calif.

have discouraged some
spending.

Still, there were signs of
consumer health. Octo-
ber’'s retail sales were re-
vised higher, to a gain of
0.4%, up from 0.3%. In the
past year, retail sales have

increased 3.3%, a slightly
faster pace than the previ-
ous month.

Auto sales rose 0.5% in No-
vember, possibly buoyed
by lower interest rates on
many auto loans. Sales
at electronics and appli-

Associated Press

ance stores rose 0.7%, the
most since July. Gas station
sales also picked up 0.7%,
though that can reflect
higher prices at the pump.
The retail sales figures
aren't adjusted for price
changes.

Sales plunged 1.1% at
health and personal care
stores, the most in nearly a
year, and dropped 0.6% at
clothing outlets. General

merchandise stores, which
include large chains such
as Target, eked out a 0.1%

gain.d

Have you ever wish you travel
to Aruba with just a carry-on ?

And leave all your belongingsin a
container being deliver and pick
up right at your resort or home
rental !

« Aslow as $6.50 a month

+ Pricing include pick-up&delivery

« Saves you time & money, year
after year!

- Avoid extra luggages

« Affordable Storage Pricing

+ Convenience & Peace of mind

For more information
Give us a call +
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California considers calling THC in pot
a risk to moms-to-be

By MICHAEL R. BLOOD
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — More
than three vyears after
California voters broadly
legalized marijuana, a
state panel is considering
if its potent, high-inducing
chemical — THC — should
be declared a risk to preg-
nant women and require
warnings.

Studies have indicated
that a rising number of
mothers-to-be have turned
tfo marijuana products for
relief from morning sickness
and headaches, though
it's effectiveness has not
been backed by science.
Cannabis industry officials
say foo little sound re-
search is available on THC
to support such a move
and warn that it could
make marijuana compao-
nies a target for lawsuits
with unverified claims of
injuries from pot use during
pregnancy.

"That seems like an open-
ended checkbook. How
do we defend ourselves?"
said Los Angeles dispensa-
ry owner Jerred Kiloh, who
heads the United Canna-
bis Business Association, an
industry group.

Lawyers looking for a
quick buck will say "give us
$10,000 or we are going to
take you into a long court
case," he added.

The California Cannabis In-
dustry Association echoed
that fear, noting that poft's
standing as an illegal drug
at the federal level has
choked off research by
government agencies.
Those studies are needed
to determine if THC poses
health risks for pregnant
women.

"Good policy and consum-
er protections are based
on facts and data," spokes-
man Josh Drayton said.
The meeting Wednesday
of the obscure state Devel-
opmental and Reproduc-
five Toxicant Identfification
Committee in Sacramento
will focus on whether THC
causes 'reproductive tox-
icity." The panelis made up
of scientists appointed by
the governor.

An  daffirmative  finding
would make THC one of

In this June 27, 2017, file photo, Jerred Kiloh, owner of the li-

Ak

censed medical marijuana dispensary Higher Path, stocks
shelves with with cannabis products in Los Angeles.

hundreds of chemicals
judged to cause cancer or
birth defects that the state
requires to carry warning
labels, such as arsenic and
lead.

The review is being carried
out under the umbrella of
the Safe Drinking Water
and Toxic Enforcement
Act, better known as Prop-
osition 65. It requires warn-
ing labels for chemicals
judged as dangerous and
allows residents, advocacy
groups and aftftorneys to
sue on behalf of the state
and collect a portion of
civil penalties for failure to
provide warnings.

The 1986 low has been
credited with weeding out
cancer-causing chemi-
cals from products but also
faulted for setting the stage
for legal shakedowns.
Since 2009, the state has
listed marijuana smoke

Associated Press
as being known to cause
cancer, similar to tobacco
smoke.

"The expansion of Proposi-
tion 65 as it relates to can-
nabis is premature and
lacks both the facts and
the data that would justify
this move," Drayton said.

The U.S. surgeon gen-
eral warned in  August
that smoking marijuana is
dangerous for pregnant
women and their devel-
oping babies. Mainstream
medicine advises against
potf use in pregnancy be-
cause of studies suggesting
it might cause premature
birth, low birth weight or
other health problems, but
many of those studies were
in animals or had findings
that were open to dispute.
The Natfional Institute on
Drug Abuse is paying for
several studies on marijua-
na use during pregnancy.d
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CARIBBEAN PALM VILLAGE
Spring Sale

Studio’s one bedroom

Two bedroom’s vacation owner-
chip life time weeks

for 5000 - 11000 $US

Tel. 748 8914
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HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

IMSAN 24 Hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY
Oranjestad:
Eagle Tel. 587 9011

San Nicolas:
Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002

Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424
IAmerican Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896
CRUISES

December 16

Celebrity Silhouette

Serenade of the Seas Dept.
December 17

Europa 2 / Freedom of the Seas

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

\Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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U.S. finally giving boot to official foot measurement

By SETH BORENSTEIN
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) —
Change is afoot for the of-
ficial measuring stick used
to size up big places in
America.

The reason?¢ There are ac-
tually two different defini-
fions of the 12-inch mea-
surement known as a fooft.
Some land surveyors use
what's known as the U.S.
survey foot. Others use the
definition that's more ac-
cepted by the broader
world: the international
foof.

The difference between
them is so finy that you
can't see it with the na-
ked eye on a 12-inch ruler.
But over big distances, it
matters. So, to reduce the
chance for errors and con-
fusion, the federal govern-
ment has announced it's
finally giving the boot to
the survey foot.

The international foot is
the smaller one — adding
about an eighth of an inch
of difference when mea-
suring a mile. That means
the United Stafes is 28.3
feet wider when measured
using the international foot
instead of the survey foot.
The change started in
1959, when the federal
government mandated

ar

In this April 18, 1958 file photo, Philip N. Brooks, right, a New York State surveyor, takes a look

through his transit on the Tuscarora Indian Reservation near Niagara Falls, N.Y., while Tuscarora
Chief Elton Black Cloud Greene watches.

that everyone use the in-
ternational foot but al-
lowed surveyors to keep to
the old U.S. survey foot for
a while. That temporary re-
prieve has lasted 60 years,
but it will finally end in 2022,
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric  Administra-
tion and the National In-
stitute of Standards and
Technology announced in
October.

In this Friday, Oct. 18, 2019 file photo, an alligator rests in
Everglades National Park, near Flamingo, Fla.

Associated Press

Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders

Surveyors in 40 U.S. states
and territories still use the
larger U.S. foot. The rest use
the smaller internafional
one.

“We have chaos,” says
Michael Dennis, a project
manager for NOAA's Na-
tional Geodetic Survey.
Geodetics is surveying that
takes info account the
curve of the Earth. “Thisis a
mess.”

Louisiana sues California

Associated Press

The small difference may
not seem like much, but it
caused frouble in planning
for high speed rail in Cali-
fornia, Dennis said. It also
created a mess for bridge
work between Oregon,
which uses the internation-
al foot, and Washington,
which uses the U.S. one, he
said.

Dennis also relayed a hor-
ror story one surveyor sent

over alligator ban

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Loui-
siana is suing the state of
California over its decision
to ban the import and sale
of alligator products, say-
ing the ban will hurt an im-
portant Louisiana industry
and ultimately could hurt
the state's wetlands.

In a lawsuit filed Thursday,
Louisiana said the econo-
my surrounding alligators
has played a key role in
bringing back the Ameri-
can dlligator population
and is an important factor
in protecting wetlands and
other species besides alli-
gators that depend on the
wetlands.

“California has neverthe-
less aftempted to destroy
the market for American

alligator products notwith-
standing the fact that no
such alligators live in Cali-
fornia,” the lawsuit says.
According to The Times-
Picayune/the New Or-
leans Advocate, California
banned alligator skins and
meats in the 1970s but re-
peatedly issued excep-
fions that allowed sales.
The newspaper reports
that the most recent ex-
emption expires on Jan. 1
of next year, and this time
California’s legislature did
not pass another exemp-
fion. The newspaper re-
ports the alligator ban was
backed by a coalition of
animal rights and environ-
mental groups.

Louisiana said in its law-
suit that because most of

him: A contractor from
a state that uses the U.S.
foot planned a building in
the glide path of a major
airport in a state that uses
the international foot. The
confusion over the two dif-
ferent feet caused delays,
extra cost and redesign of
the building to be one floor
shorter. (Dennis wouldn't
identify the airport.)

“It's embarrassing that we
even had this going on for
60 years,” Dennis says. “This
whole thing is ridiculous.”
Dennis knows some  will
squawk.

The U.S. foot “sounds very
patriotic, very American,”
he said in a webinar. “Then
there’s the word ‘interna-
fional foot,” which sounds
kind of new world order,
U.N.-sanctioned, maybe
with a whiff of socialism.”
But it makes sense to be
using the same measuring
stick as the rest of the world
to save fime and eliminate
embarrassing errors, he
says.

Those who fear this is a slip-
pery slope leading to the
meftric system are worry-
ing a century too late, NIST
meftric coordinator Elizo-
beth Benham says. Since
1893, the official definition
of a foot is based on the
meter..]

the state’s coastal habi-
tat is privately owned, the
state does not have direct
control over how it is man-
aged. But the alligator in-
dustry provides economic
incentives for landowners
to take steps to protect
marshlands that serve as
habitat for the alligators.
The state argues that if
California’s ban goes into
effect, “landowners will be
forced to greafly reduce
or cease their erosion con-
trol efforts because they
will be unable to economi-
cally sustain those efforts,
resulting in  ireparable
harm to their property as
well as harm to Louisiana’s
sovereign environmen-
tal interests in wetland
preservation.”
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Hallmark draws criticism after pulling same-sex wedding ads

By JOCELYN NOVECK
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — The Hall-
mark Channel was facing
some bitter criticism on so-
cial media Sunday over its
decision to pull ads for a
wedding-planning website
that featured two brides
kissing at the altar, follow-
ing a complaint from @

conservative  advocacy
group.
The hashtag #Boycot-

tHallmark was trending at
one point on Twitter, and
celebrities like Ellen DeGe-
neres and William Shatner
assailed the decision. "Put
the commercials back!”
Shatner wrote. DeGe-
neres asked: “Isn’t it almost
20202"

The LGBT advocacy group
GLAAD called the decision
to remove the ads by Zola
“discriminatory and espe-
cially hypocritical coming
from a network that claims
to present family program-
ming and and also recent-
ly stated they are ‘open’
tfo LGBTQ holiday movies.”
The group said it would be
asking other Hallmark ad-
vertisers where they stand
on the issue, and if they
now will pull their advertis-
ing. Zola has said it won't
advertise on the channel.
Hallmark, which is in the
midst of its heavily watched
holiday programming, said
Saturday it had removed

o
L

This image made from undated video provided by Zola shows a scene of its advertisement.

the ads because the con-
froversy was a distraction.
“The debate surrounding
these commercials on all
sides was distracting from
the purpose of our net-
work, which is to provide
entertainment value,” said
a statement provided to
The Associated Press by
Molly Biwer, senior vice
president for public affairs
and communicatfions af
Hallmark.

In an interview, she added:
“The Hallmark brand is nev-
er going to be divisive. We
don’'t want to generate
controversy, we've fried
very hard to stay out of it ...
we just felt it was in the best
interest of the brand to pull

them and not confinue to
generate controversy.”
The conservative group
One Milion Mom:s, part of
the American Family Asso-
ciation, had complained
about the ads person-
ally to Bill Abbott, CEO of
Crown Media Family Net-
works, Hallmark's parent
company.

A post on the group’s web-
site said that Abboftt “re-
ported the advertisement
aired in error.”

The group also wrote: “The
call to our office gave us
the opportunity to confirm
the Hallmark Channel will
contfinue to be a safe and
family-friendly network.”
Zola had submitted six

Jeff Lindsay has entertaining new

By BRUCE DESILVA
Associated Press

“Just Watch Me,” Dutton,
by Jeff Lindsay

Riley Wolfe gefs his kicks
executing spectacular
robberies that no one else
would even contemplate.
His victims are always the
super-rich, whom he de-
spises as “smug, do-noth-
ing, self-loving leeches.”
This anfi-hero makes his
debutin *Just Waftch Me,”
a supremely entertaining
new thriller by Jeff Lindsay
that promises to be the
first of a series.

The plot combines the
infricacies of caper mov-
ies such as “The Thomas
Crown Affair” and “To
Catch a Thief” with the

creepy sensibility of the hit
TV show “Dexter.” The lat-
fer is no surprise since the
show was inspired by Lind-
say's eight novels featur-
ing Dexter Morgan, a se-
rial killer who preyed only
upon otfher serial killers. Un-
like Dexter, Wolfe takes no
pleasure in murder, but he
displays no qualms about
dispassionately dispatch-
ing anyone who gets in his
way.

The opening of the story
finds Wolfe taking no saf-
isfaction from his spec-
tacular heist of a 12-ton
sculpture, swiped in broad
daylight at its dedication
ceremony. For him, the
spectacular has become
ordinary, and it bores him.

He craves a caper that is
"beyond impossible, some-
thing ridiculous, unthink-
able.”

He finds it when the gov-
ernment in Tehran, hoping
to thaw its relations with
the United States, lends
the Iranian crown jewels to
a New York City museum.
There, the multi-billion-dol-
lar treasure is guarded by
the latest in high-tech se-
curity systems and by both
American-tfrained merce-
naries and a “trigger-hap-
py" confingent of Iranian
Revolutionary Guards.
Meanwhile, Wolfe is being
tracked by Frank Delgado,
a clever FBl agent who has
been after him for years,
always a step or two be-

Associated Press

ads, and four included a
lesbian couple. After Hall-
mark pulled those ads,
but not two featuring only
opposite-sex couples, Zola
pulled its remaining ads,
the company said.

“The only difference be-
tween the commercials
that were flagged and the
ones that were approved
was that the commercials
that did not meet Hall-
mark’s standards included
a lesbian couple kissing,”
said Mike Chi, Zola's chief
marketing officer, in a
statement sent to the AP.
“All kisses, couples and
marriages are equal cel-
ebrations of love and we
will no longer be advertis-

thriller

hind. Now, the agent has
decided that the only way
fo catch Wolfe is to un-
cover his weakness — one
that must have its roots in
Wolfe's upbringing.

So Delgado crisscrosses
the eastern half of the
United States, digging into
Wolfe's long-buried family
history. Readers who know
how caper stories usually
work will have little doubt
who is going to win this
cat-and-mouse game, but
the agent’s fine detective
work succeeds in unearth-
ing the influences that
turned Wolfe intfo the man
he has become.

“Just Watch Me,” then, is
both an exciting crime sto-
ry and a revealing explo-

ing on Hallmark.”

One marketing analyst said
the family-friendly Hallmark
network now finds itself in
the middle of a PR crisis
that it should have seen
coming.

“They've got trouble on
their hands, and they've
got to do something fast,”
said Paul Argenti, a Dart-
mouth College professor
of corporate communica-
fion.

“They should never have
accepted the ads if they
weren't willing to stand up
for them. If you didn't be-
lieve in gay couples get-
fing married, why did you
take the ads in the first
place?g”

The question Hallmark will
now have to answer, he
said, is: “What are your val-
vese Do you stand for all
familiese’”

In one of the pulled ads,
two brides stand at the
altar and wonder aloud
whether their wedding
would be going more
smoothly if they had used
a wedding planning site
like Zola. The lighthearted
ad ends with the just-mar-
ried couple sharing a quick
kiss.

Acftress Sandra Bernhard,
who played one of the first
openly bisexual characters
on network TV in “Rose-
anne,” also crificized Hall-
mark’s decision.]

JE

LINDSAY

This cover image released

by Dutton shows “Just Watch

Me,” by Jeff Lindsay.
Associated Press

ration of the psychology
of a master criminal. The
writing is tight and vivid,
the characters are con-
vincingly portrayed and
the action is nonstop.
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‘Jumaniji’ ends ‘Frozen 2’ hot sireak to claim top spot

By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr.
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — “Ju-
maniji: The Next Level” puts
“Frozen 2" on second-
place ice, while Clint East-
wood’'s “Richard Jewell”
opened with one of the
worst box office debuts for
the director.

The Sony film starring
Dwayne Johnson and
Kevin Hart brought in $60.1
million in the U.S. and Can-
ada to break a three-day

record for a comedy in De-
cember for the production
company. The sequel is a
followup to 2017's *Juman-
ji: Welcome to the Jungle,”
which grossed $962 million
worldwide.

A week before it opened
in North America, Sony's
“Jumaniji: The Next Level”
debutedin 18 international
countries where it made
$52.5 million.

“Frozen 2" dropped to sec-
ond place with $19.2 million

-

This image released by Sony shows Kevin Hart, from left, Dwayne Johnson, Jack Black and Karen
Gillan in a scene from “Jumanji: The Next Level.”

domestically after claim-
ing top box office spof
for three straight weeks,
earning $367 milion since
its Nov. 22 release. The ani-
mated fiim following the
adventures of Anna and
Elsa crossed the $1 billion
mark globally to become
Disney Animation’s third
billion-dollar project along

with “Frozen” and "Zooto-
pia.” It also became Walt
Disney Studio’s sixth billion-
dollar release in 2019.

“Richard Jewell” landed at
No. 4, bringing in $5 million.
The film took aim at the
media and federal investi-
gators for what he sees as
a rush to judgment after
the 1996 Olympics bomb-

Associated Press

ing in Atlanta.

The 89-year-old Eastwood
calls Jewell's story “a great
American fragedy.” The
docudrama focuses on
Jewell, who was inifially
hailed as a hero for finding
a bomb at the event held
at  Centennial Olympic
Park and clearing bystand-
ers from the area.l

Anna Karing, the icon of French New
Wave cinema, dies at 79

w AL
In this Aug.

31, 1965, fiie photo, French movie director Jean

Luc Godard and French actress Anna Karina are shown at the
International Film Festival in Venice.

Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — Anna Kari-
na, the French New Wave
actress who became an
icon of the cinema in the
1960s and was the muse
of Jean-Luc Godard, has

Associated Press

died. She was 79.

The French culture minister
announced her death on
Twitter on Sunday. French
media said that the Dan-
ish-born Karina had cancer
and died Saturday.

""Her look was the look of
the New Wave. It will re-
main so forever,”’” Culture
Minister Franck Riester
tweeted.

“"Anna Karina radiated.
She magnetized the en-
tire world,”’ Riester said,
adding that “'French cin-
ema has lost one of its
legends.”’

Karina made seven films
with Godard, her part-
ner at the time, including
the 1961 “Une Femme Est
Une Femme'’ (A Woman
isa Woman), in which she
played a femme fatale.
For that, she received the
best actress award atf the
Berlin Film Festival. Other
cult Godard movies star-
ring Karina included the
1962 “Vivre Sa Vie'” (Live
Your Life) and the 1965
“Pierrot Le Fou.” (]
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Join Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays!

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located

Crazy Fish onday = Bu GALOE‘

A\
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BUGALOE

Booch Bar and Griil

Crazy Fish Monday! (after S5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14,

Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than

between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on

the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of
the crystal clear ocean. Open daily from 7.30am
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish
Mondays for the delicious fresh fish dishes the

chef at Bugaloe serves up.

A

a0

Reservations are recommended.

Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T:(+297) 586-2233 | info@bugaloe.com | www.Bugaloe.com f e
———— e ——

fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill.

In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from
5-6pm and 10-11pm. Follow your tapping feet down

to the music where smiles and fun await you!

Taylor Swift calls out Scooter Braun during Billboard speech

By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr.
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Tay-
lor Swift used the Billboard
Women in Music stage to
address a series of issues in-
cluding her ongoing beef
with Scooter Braun.

Swift was awarded the
first-ever woman of the
decade honor during the
14th annual event Thurs-
day night, the eve of her
30th birthday. Her ac-
ceptance speech lasted
more than 15 minutes as
she spoke about withess-
ing institutionalized sexism
throughout her career, un-
fair business practices and
Braun, who bought her
master recordings without
her knowledge.

The Grammy-winning sing-
er also called out Braun’s
supporters.

“The definition of the foxic
male privilege in our indus-
fry is people saying ‘But
he's always been nice to
me,” when I'm raising val-

Taylor Swift arrives at Billboard’s Women in Music at the Hollywood Palladium on Thursday, Dec.

12, 2019, in Los Angeles.

id concerns about artists
owning their rights to own
their music,” Swift said. *Of
course he's nice to you. If
you're in this room, he has

something that he needs.”
Swift, Alicia Keys and Billie
Eilish were among the mu-
sic artists who were recog-
nized at the event, which

Associated Press

celebrated the achieve-
ments of top female per-
formers and executives in
the music industry. Rosalia
and Megan Thee Stallion,

who were also honored,
performed during the live
stfream show.

The beef began after Swift
discovered that Braun's
Ithaca Holdings owned her
master recordings.

It was announced in June
that he acquired Big Ma-
chine Label Group, the lo-
bel led by Scoft Borchetta
and home to Swift's first six
albums.Braun, who man-
ages Grammy winners in-
cluding Ariana Grande,
Justin Bieber and Tori Kelly,
wrote a lengthy post on so-
cial media that he's made
calls fo have an open
discussion with Swift and
squash their differences,
but said he's been reject-
ed. However, the singer
said she hasn't heard a
word from him.

“None of these investors
have ever bothered fo
contact me or my team di-
rectly to perform their due
diigence on their invest-
ment,” she said.
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75 years on, Battle of the Bulge memories bond people

By RAF CASERT

Associated Press
THIMISTER-CLERMONT, Bel-
gium (AP) — As a school-
boy three quarters of a cen-
fury ago, Marcel Schmetz
would regularly see open
frucks rumble past to a
makeshift American cem-
etery — filled with bodies,
some headless, some limb-
less, blood seeping from
the vehicles onto the roads
that the U.S. soldiers had
given their lives to liberate.
Sometimes, Schmetz said,
there were over 200bod-
ies a day, casualties of
one of the bloodiest and
most important battles in
World War Il: The Bafttle of
the Bulge which started 75
years ago on Monday and
effectively sealed the de-
feat of Nazi Germany.

"It gave me nightmares,”
Schmetz said. It also gave
the 11-year-old the resolve
that, one day, he would
give something back.

"I had to do something," he
said.

M&M

Fast forward to 2019, when
memories are fading and
relations between Europe
and the United States dete-
riorating.

There's a rambling house
and converted warehouse
in the bucolic, verdant hills
that were once among
the worst kiling grounds of
World War ll. Zoom in fo the
living-room table, where
Marcel, 86, sits with his wife,
Mathilde, and one of the
many WWIl veterans that
have shared coffee and
cake — and often a nip of
something stronger — with
them, telling stories that
span generations.

B - B24 « Miss
pup - ST8™ Sq

In this photo taken on Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019, a World War Il model plane with navigation maps
and a photograph are displayed at the Remember Museum 39-45 in Thimister-Clermont, Belgium.

"Well, | don't share them
very often,” said Arthur
Jacobson, who was just
20 when he fought in the
Battle of the Bulge. "Once
in a while, somebody is in-
terested and | tell them
a little bit." In Marcel and
Mathilde's home, which
also serves as the Remem-
ber Museum 39-45, "a little
bit" doesn't count. Soon
the former Bazooka opera-
for was sharing stories of
friends lost, ties gained, all
between a chuckle and a
moist eye.

For M&M, as the couple is
known to fans from across
the United States, remem-
bering has become a mis-
sion in life, since memory
brings understanding and
friendship. They are nof
alone. From the shores of
Normandy, where the al-
lies first landed on D-Day,

In this photo taken on Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019, names of veter-
ans who have visited are written on the side of the U.S. Army
truck, The Red Ball Express, at the Remember Museum 39-45 in
Thimister-Clermont, Belgium.

Associated Press

fo the forests deep in the
Belgian Ardennes, there re-
mains a deep appreciation
for what the soldiers did.
Yet, those people live
on the scar tissue of war,
where battlefields, me-
morials and cemeteries lie
just a few miles away. That
memory fades quickly the
more one moves from the
old front lines to European
cities, where peace and
prosperity has reigned for
the best part of a century.
The voices of the last wit-
nesses of the war's fighting,
mostly in their 90s now, are
also becoming frailer by
the day.

And with the growing ques-
fioning of frans-Atlantic fies
and frust, the challenge to
keep those bonds across
the ocean intact has in-
creased.

It makes Marcel and Mathil-
de's mission fo connect all
the more vital.

"Whoever is your president,
whoever runs the show, the
boys who were on the front
lines, who still go out and
fight for our freedoms, they
need to know we appreci-
afe them," Mathilde said.

IT GIVES ME GOOSEBUMPS
Lt. Col. Jim Moretti of the
171st  Air Refueling Wing
knows it well, and when-
ever he is in Germany on
a mission he always makes
the pilgrimage to Marcel
and Mathilde just across
the border. The first time he
thought to spend perhaps

Associated Press

half an hour in their small
museum. Then he found out
that the hardware sinks info
insignificance compared
to the software of the
place — the stories which
are linked to every item on
show. "We ended up being
there for 3, 4, 5 hours," he
said. Mathilde connects a
face in a photograph to a
veteran she met years ago
and still remembers the sto-
ry that makes it all relevant
to the families of the fallen.
"It gives me goosebumps.
It's  sobering, humbling,"
Moreftti said. It became
even better when he was
able to be part of such a
story himself.

THE SMALLEST OF THINGS
Soft-spoken local police-
man Serge Fafchamps had
something troubling him for
a while. Through his fam-
ily, he obtained a fist-sized

Bible that had been left be-
hind by Pvt. Millard Week-
ley in a local hotel during
the war, likely in the rush to
reach the front line.

Like so many locals, Faf-
champs is strongly aware
of the sacrifices U.S. soldiers
made during World War
I and wanted to make a
gesture, however small, to
show that in the 21st cen-
tury it was not forgotten.

"It was, | think, the smallest
of things, it was a friendly
act that | hoped would de-
liver some happiness to the
family," he said.

Even though he got close
to finding the family, there
was still a missing link, and
he long thought he had
reached a dead end. Then,
by chance, he learned of
Marcel and Mathilde. Soon,
they were on the case.

"I began to make these
searches with the help of
American friends," Mathilde
said. '"Then, finally, some-
one found the daughter,"
Paula Ferrell.

But they still needed some-
one to deliver the Bible, in
person. So in walked Lt. Col
Moretti, who saw, as luck
would have it, that Ferrell
lived close to his airbase in
Coraopolis, Pa.

"Of all the places in the
u.S., this could not be
frue," Moretti said. "It was
an amazing idea. | am so
thankful for that" Ferrell
said of Fafchamps' kind-
ness. Now the Bible sits on a
night table next to her bed,
the handwriting on the
opening page a palpable
memory of a father who
was always taciturn when
it came to war stories and
memories.

In this photo taken on Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019, A U.S. Army World
War Il Sherman tank sits on the hillside outside the Remember
Museum 39-45 in Thimister-Clermont, Belgium.

Associated Press



